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Pinwheels for Peace

Today was our first whole school assembly of the year and we recognized the International
Day of Peace by praying together and creating our own pinwheels that represent what
peace looks likes to us. Hopefully you took a peak at them this afternoon out on the front
lawn!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luJMoxP2qC0&list=PLgCGT7nNXGY6VhDeZ9o8EjomBG9pzI7Tg&index=4


Today was our first prayer service with Father Willard! We are pleased that he is a part of
our community and look forward to him sharing his gifts and interests with us as we get to
know him and he gets to know all of us.

This week we had our first opportunity to provide the Sacrament of Confession for the
middle school students (next week will be grade 3-5). I encourage parents to make going
to Confession a regular part of your family life in order to assist your children to grow in
grace.

On October 3rd we will have our first (are you seeing the pattern here...) Nothing But Faith
Day for this year. For those new to our community, we have two of these days on our
school calendar. For these days we set aside our academic learning and spend the day
focusing on a particular aspect of our Faith. For this upcoming day we will be highlighting
the different forms of prayer in which we participate. We have a series of activites and
presentations planned for the day.

Upcoming is our first dress down day of the year! The Holy Spirit School Chapter of the
National Junior Honor Society is recognizing Childhood Cancer Awareness. Students are
invited to participate by bringing in a $1 dollar donation in order to be able to dress down
for the day. Proceeds will be donated to charity. (Be sure to check the handbook for those
apparel items and shoes that are and are not allowed for a dress down day.)

A reminder that we are almost through the first half of the 1st Trimester and as such
interims will go home to those students in grades 3-8 who may be in need of those on
Friday, October 6th.

Friday, October 6th is also a half day (afternoon Extended Day is OPEN) and Monday,
October 9th is a school holiday in recognition of Columbus Day.

On Sunday, October 8th the school along with the parish will host the Porto Charities
Annual Mass for Disability Awareness at 10:30 am. All are invited. Bishop Burbidge is
scheduled to be the primary Celebrant and there will be a small reception following.

Did you create your own Holy Moment this week? Maybe you thought when you first
looked at this week's challenge that it was really directed at the children. Who wouldn't
want their kiddos to offer to do something more at home? But the challenge is relevant for
all of us. How often do we go through our days going through our routines and maybe our
"established" roles within our family? Hopefully you looked at this week's challenge as a
moment to take a different look and do something unexpected to relieve the "load" for a
loved one.

As mentioned, each Thursday this note will contain the Matthew Kelly, Holy Moments
videos that he recorded during Lent of 2023. These relate to the Holy Moments book.



Consistent with a rise in Covid cases in the community since the start of the school year,
we have seen a recent uptick in cases of Covid at school. In response to this increase and
in preparation for the upcoming flu season, we ask that you monitor your student for
symptoms of illness to include fever, cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, headache,
nasal symptoms, vomiting and diarrhea and keep them home if they are ill. We continue to
have preventative measures in place at school which include the cleaning of desks and
classrooms, reinforcing good handwashing and ensuring good ventilation throughout the
school.



Proceeds will be donated to charity!





The Art Room needs paper towel and toilet paper tubes!
They can be dropped off in the Art Room.

Thank you!
Mrs. Liss



Letter from Milestone Masters

Substitute Teachers Needed

Are you interested in being on the Subsitute Teacher list?
Contact Mrs. Evans for information and paperwork

nevans@holyspiritflames.org

Thank you!

-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby

Principal

  

https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/81c2a998-dd9b-4570-84fe-ef2ea474b4e2.docx
mailto:nevans@holyspiritflames.org


Upcoming PTO Events
Monday, October 2nd
Boosterthon registration for students opens
Stay tuned for more info.
 
Wednesday, October 4 th
Volunteer Fair 6:30pm – 7:30pm in the school gym (2 PSSC points for attending)
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information.
 
Wednesday, October 4 th
Used Uniform Sale 6:30pm – 7:30pm in the school gym
For more information, see Volunteer Opportunities below to help out and flier below to
shop.
 
Monday, October 16 th – Friday, October 20 th
Boosterthon Week
 
Tuesday, October 17 th
PTO Meeting 6:30pm – 8:30pm (2-4 PSSC points for attending)
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information.
 
Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer Fair (2 PSSC points for attending)
The Volunteer Fair will be held on October 4 th and will showcas PSSC volunteer and
donation opportunities available during the school year. Our PTO Committee chairs will be
available to answer questions and match your interests with an event or activity. You can
sign up to volunteer at the event or via Connect 1 and plan out your family's PSSC hours
commitment. Please sign up in Connect1 if you plan to attend and refer to the PSSC
Handbook for a list of committees. We hope to see you there!
Questions? Contact Lauren Schmidt PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
 
Used Uniform Sale (2-4 PSSC points based on time served)
Help set up, sell and/or clean up at the used uniform sale on October 4 th. For more
information on available opportunities and shift times, check out the details on Connect1.
Questions? Contact Melanie Bennett melanieannebennett@gmail.com
 
Roller Skating (PSSC points awarded based on time served)
Holy Spirit students in grades K-8th will be roller skating during Physical Education
classes September 18–29. During the roller-skating unit students learn and practice basic
skating skills such as starting, stopping, forward skating, backward skating, cornering, and
safety tips for being a smart skater. Each class needs 3-4 parent volunteers to
distribute/collect equipment, help students with their skates /safety gear, act as skate
patrols to ensure safety and to sanitize equipment. 
Questions? Contact Coach G jgregas@holyspiritfames.org
 
October PTO Meeting (2-4 PSSC points for attending)
Join us in person in the school on October 17th and hear from your PTO president, Mrs.

https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/DpplHNYl_
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/DpplHNYl_
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-2024-PSSC-Handbook.pdf
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/U_t2dQD-X
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/U_t2dQD-X
mailto:melanieannebennett@gmail.com
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/JfYtpoQ64
mailto:jgregas@holyspiritfames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/board


Ploschke, your principal, Mrs. Ashby, and various committees about what is going on at
Holy Spirit School this year. Have an idea to share? Want to provide feedback on events?
This is a great opportunity for new, as well as returning families, to share your thoughts,
stay up to date and connect with other parents and the PTO board. Can’t make it in
person? Join us via Zoom so you don’t miss anything! Be sure to sign up in Connect1 for
meeting details and to earn PSSC points for attending.  
Questions? Contact Kristyn Poreba PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
 
Reminders
Connect1
If you haven’t set up your account, please register here and follow the instructions in the
flier below.
Questions? Contact Tom Fields ptopssc@holyspiritflames.org
 
In order to volunteer with any youth in the Arlington Diocese, you must be Child Protection
Compliant.
 
Recess Duty volunteers are still needed for the remainder of the school year. Families
who have completed their required commitment of one day are eligible for 4 PSSC points
for each additional day served.

https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/89598445225?pwd=Qmw0bktkVkhKMnJwSlhqL3huajhrUT09
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/board
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/
http://ptopssc@holyspiritflames.org/
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/what-is-child-protection-compliance/
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/VBI5KQXn2




RECESS DUTY SIGN UP in Connect 1 is ready  

Once families have completed their REQUIRED DAY, they are
eligible to received 4.0 PSSC points for additional RECESS DUTY

days served.
Access your Connect 1 account to sign up!

Recess Duty in Connect 1

PTO Board 2023 - 2024
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Robert Wu - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Karin Floyd - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the
Diocese in order to perform recess duty and to volunteer for activities where students are

present.

https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/VBI5KQXn2
mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org


Parish Happenings!





Community Happenings!



FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the
folder labeled "September 21, 2023" on the
website. For your convenience, some flyers
are repeated.

Family Folder

School Flyers:

1. Board Game Club flyer
2. MS Art Club flyer
3. Milestone Masters flyer and letter
4. Partners in Faith (September) newsletter

PTO Flyers:

1. Mabel's Labels flyer
2. Used Uniform flyer

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/september-21-2023/


3. Connect 1 Registration Instructions

Parish Flyers:

1. Militia Immaculata flyer
2. Youth Minstry Program announcment
3. Diocesan Pilgrimage to Emmitsburg
4. Parent Meeting for 1st Communicants
5. Parent Meeting for 7th grade parents regarding Confirmation
6. FIAT Baking flyer
7. Altar Server training
8. Voting materials - letter from Bishop Burbidge
9. Register to Vote

10. Principles of Catholic Social Teaching
11. K of C Youth Soccer Challenge
12. Healing Services
13. Bible Study - Gospel of Luke
14. FORMED
15. Illuminated Rosary

Community Flyers:

1. Walk 4 Life flyer
2. CHADD ADHD Resource Fair
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