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Thank you to all who serve!

To all those in our Holy Spirit community who have served or are currently serving in the
military or as a First Responder, thank you.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKR17QAU0Vk&list=PLgCGT7nNXGY6VhDeZ9o8EjomBG9pzI7Tg&index=11


We were grateful that some of our parents were able to be with us this morning for our flag
raising; know that all of you were on our hearts and in our minds this morning whether you
were present or not. Our community is grateful for how you give wholly of yourselves to
our Country. You are role models for our students

Holy Spirit will be hosting a Virtus seminar on December 2nd from 9:00 am - 1:00
pm. You may go to www.virtus.org in order to register.

On Wednesday, November 15th we will have an Open House for prospective families at
6:00 pm. If you know of folks considering a Catholic education for their children, please
invite them to come!

The first PTO Spirit Gear day of the year is next week, Thursday, November 16th.
Students are welcome to dress down IF they are wearing Spirit Gear purchased via the
PTO either this year or in past years. CYO gear or 5K Spirit Run shirts are not considered
PTO Spirit Gear. Please be mindful of the guidelines for dress down days that are included
in the handbook.

The parent portal will close at the end of the school day on November 17th in order for us
to begin to prepare report cards.
Information is below for our annual "Turkey Shootout" benefitting Catholic Charities! We
are in need of parent volunteers during PE classes to assist us with the preliminary
rounds; sign-ups are in Connect 1. We welcome parents to attend the finals on
Wednesday, November 21st at 10:30 am in the gym (just be prepared for some noise!).

The 1st Trimester comes to a close on Tuesday, November 21st. Report cards for
students in Kindergarten through Grade 8 will go home on December 1st.

The Thanksgiving holiday break begins on Tuesday, November 21 when we have a
scheduled early released. Extended Day is NOT open that afternoon. The school is closed
the remainder of the week.

When we return from the Thanksgiving break we will launch right into our annual Toy Drive
benefitting Santa's Ride; watch for more information.

And, of course Advent begins on December 3rd and with that comes all of the excitement
of December - hold on tight!

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance for the 2024/2025 academic year, the
FACTS application is open. The deadline for applying is March 13, 2024.

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/index.cfm?


Did you create your own Holy Moment this week? Did you do something you love but
normally don't do? Remembering and participating in the things that have brought joy to
our lives is important. Taking time to recharge and maybe "get back" to some of the more
simple things that have been a part of our lives helps to grow our gratitude and
appreciation for others. Thanking God for the fond memories created with those who have
been important in our lives actually allows us to be more present and intentional with
those in our here and now.

As mentioned, each Thursday this note will contain the Matthew Kelly, Holy Moments
videos that he recorded during Lent of 2023. These relate to the Holy Moments book.



Whose Ready for Some Basketball???



-Maureen Ashby

Principal

  

Upcoming PTO Events
Tuesday, November 14th

PTO Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm via Zoom
Meeting ID: 895 9844 5225 Passcode: 268985
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information.
 

Wednesday, November 15th

Ledo Pizza Fundraiser 5:00 – 9:00pm 8324 Old Keene Mill Rd, West Springfield, VA 22152
See flier below for more details.
 

Thursday, November 16th

First Spirit Gear Day of the school year! Break in that new Holy Spirit swag and show your school spirit!

https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/89598445225?pwd=Qmw0bktkVkhKMnJwSlhqL3huajhrUT09


 

Sunday, November 26th

Christmas Tree Sales begin
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information
 

Volunteer Opportunities
November PTO Meeting (1 PSSC point/family for attending)
Join us via Zoom  on November 14th at 6:30pm and hear from your PTO president, Mrs. Ploschke, your
principal, Mrs. Ashby, and various committees about what is going on at Holy Spirit School this year. Have
an idea to share? Want to provide feedback on something? This is a great opportunity for new, as well as
current families, to share your thoughts, stay up to date and connect with other parents and the PTO
board. Be sure to sign up in Connect1 for meeting details and to earn PSSC points for attending.  
Questions? Contact Kristyn Poreba PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
 
Christmas Tree Sales (1 point/30 mins volunteered)

Christmas trees will be delivered Friday, November 24th and sales begin on Sunday, November 26th. We
need your help for setup, tree delivery on 11/26, sales and breakdown. We need two families per
weekday sales shift and three families per weekend sales shift. This is a family event! Bring your spouse,
kids, aunts, uncles, grandparents. Parents will earn PSSC service hours and teens can earn their service
hours as well!
Questions? Contact Jouhn Borja PTOChristmasTrees@holyspiritflames.org
 
Christmas Boutique Volunteer (1 point/30 mins volunteered)

Help is needed with set up/decorating as well as 'running the show' on December 7 th & 8th. Feel free to
dress in fun holiday attire!
Questions? Contact Lauren Schmidt PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
or Toni O’Neill PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
 

Reminders
In order to volunteer with any youth in the Arlington Diocese, you must be Child Protection Compliant.
 
Recess Duty volunteers are still needed for the remainder of the school year. Families who have
completed their required commitment of one day are eligible for 4 PSSC points for each additional day
served.

https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/pdZi45J96
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/89598445225?pwd=Qmw0bktkVkhKMnJwSlhqL3huajhrUT09
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/pdZi45J96
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/aDfrpX_-_
mailto:PTOChristmasTrees@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/Q19DxHUyr
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/what-is-child-protection-compliance/
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/VBI5KQXn2




We know it isn't even Thanksgiving yet, but....

The Christmas Tree Crew is calling! Check out Connect 1
for volunteer opportunities. This is a GREAT family activity

too!



PTO Board 2023 - 2024
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Rob Wu - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Karin Floyd - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the
Diocese in order to perform recess duty and to volunteer for activities where students are

present.

Parish Happenings!

mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org




Community Happenings!

FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the
folder labeled "November 9, 2023" on the
website. For your convenience, some flyers
are repeated.

Family Folder

School Flyers:

1. Diocesan Tuition Assistance Programs Overview
2. Turkey Shootout flyer
3. Partners in Faith (November) newsletter

PTO Flyers:

1. Ledo Pizza fundraiser flyer
2. Holy Spirit Ornament Order Form
3. Santa Boutique flyer
4. SONShine Committee flyer

Parish Flyers:

1. Parish Spaghetti Dinner flyer
2. First Saturday Devotions
3. ACCA flyer
4. Solemn Vespers flyer
5. Diaper Drive flyer
6. Euchartistic Adoration flyer

Community Flyers:

1. Annandale Boys and Girls Club Winter Registration

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/november-9-2023/


2. Bishop Ireton's Production of CLUE
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