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"Joy"

November in a flash!
The next few weeks leading up to the Thanksgiving break will be quick! And when we return we
will have entered the season of Advent!

Next Thursday, November 10th the Knights of Columbus will be performing a flag retirement
ceremony for the students (this is in addition to the one that will be done in the evening - see
the parish flyer below). This is a terrific opportunity for our students to learn more about our
reverance for the flag of the United States. The students will learn that this cermony honors
"both the symbol of our nation and our fellow citizens who rallied to it, fought for it, and died
defending it." Helping our students to grow up to be productive and proud citizens of the United
States is another important part of the history of Catholic education in this country. Parents are
invited and the ceremony will begin at 9:00 am.

Reminders that Thursday, November 10th is an early dismissal day for parent/teacher
conferences and Friday, November 11th is a no school day for students for parent/teacher
conferences. See the information below.

Thursday, November 17th is a PTO Spirit Gear day. Students may dress down as long as they
are wearing purchased PTO Spirit Gear.

The Parent Portal in PowerSchool will close on November 18th while we prepare report cards.
The 1st Trimester officially closes on Tuesday, November 22nd and report cards for grades K-8
are distributed on December 2nd.

https:


The Thanksgiving holiday is Monday, November 21 through Friday, November 25th.

When we return on Monday, November 28th our annual toy drive supporting Santa's Ride will
begin. Look for information in next week's newsletter.

During the week of November 14th, grades 1-8 will be presented the Diocesan mandated
Formation in Christian Chastity program. I highly encourage parents to review the course
materials for this safe environment training via the link below. This is an Opt-Out program,
which means that the material will be presented to all students unless a parent specifically opts
a student out via the form provided below.

Parent Information for Diocesan Formation in Christian Chastity
Program

Formation in Christian Chastity OPT-OUT
Form

Holy Spirit is blessed to have many members of our community serve as either former or
current members of the military and as first responders.

Each year the National Junior Honor Society sponsors our "Wall of Heroes" and we would love
to have members of your family recognized.

In addition to an activity that students will do here at school, please take the opportunity to tell
us a bit about the miliary members of your family. You may use the form below. Please return
any forms by Monday, November 7th as the display will be put together by the NJHS members
prior to Veterans Day.

Tell us about the members of your
family!

https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/child-protection/youth-training-programs/formation-in-christian-chastity/
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/714b781d-b6d8-4582-99bc-4f0e3eea28ab.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/88a70cd0-9298-40ae-b46a-aa4ede0feb7c.pdf


Ton of Love Food Drive Wrap-Up

The students at Holy Spirit rock! Because of their generosity, they collectively donated 2,465
pounds of food to help hungry families this season! More than any other donated amount I
have seen since Oct 2019! These donations equate to 66 meal boxes to feed many struggling
and on a budget right now.

Please thank them from everyone here at St. Lucy’s and let them know how wonderful they are
for their charitable donations.

Blessings, Lori
Lori Sikra
Outreach Specialist, St. Lucy Food Project

(A special "Thank you!" to the Student Council for sponsoring our food drive.)

Glowing Math



Monday's math reviews in middle school took on a new look for the day with some glow in the
dark puzzle work all centered on the Saints. We are blessed to have amazingly creative
teachers here at Holy Spirit who work to be sure that students are engaged and learning each
day.

New Sod for the Back Field

Landscaping crews have been busy at work laying new sod on the back field. Although we are
missing playing on the field right now, hopefully the long-term benefit of better drainage and a
safer play surface make it all worth the wait!

SIGN UPS FOR CONFERENCES CLOSE AT
MIDNIGHT ON NOVEMBER 4TH

Annual Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Thursday, November 10 (this is an early
dismissal day from school) and Friday, November 11th (this is a no school day for students).

Per Diocesan requirements, parents are expected to meet with the HOMEROOM TEACHER
for each of their children over the course of this day and a half.

Parents will be provided the option for either an in-person or Zoom conference with the teacher.

A series of Sign-Up Geniuses are used in order for families to sign-up for a conference
timeslot.

Families should not contact the homeroom teacher and ask him/her to sign them up; families



are responsible for signing themselves up for a timeslot.

Use the "button" below to sign-up for a conference.

The access code is: 2022Conferences

**Results from the Fall session of the NWEA MAP assessment for students in grades 3-7 went home
last week. The results of these assessments will be on the agenda for parent/teacher conferences.

Parent/Teacher Conference Sign-
Up

Look for the full Partners in Faith (November) newsletter in the
Family Folder section below!

The FACTS Tuition Assistance Application for the 2023/2024 academic year opened on
November 1, 2022. Applications must be submitted by March 15, 2023. A full overview of the
programs and eligibility requirements may be found by clicking on the "button" below. Awards
for Holy Spirit School are typically made in May after financial awards have been made by the
Diocese.

Diocese of Arlington Tuition Assistance Overview
2023/2024

Holy Spirit School relies heavily on our current families to help promote our school. If you know

https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.SignupLogin&urlid=10C0B44ACA822A7FD0-prek2nd2
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/3c3fa2f4-3e7f-4576-8ff2-1110d95fee02.pdf


of someone considering a Catholic school education for their children - send them our way! Our
first Open House for prospective families is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16th.

-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby
Principal

Upcoming Events:

November 7              – Ledo’s Pizza Fundraiser!
November 27            – Christmas Tree Sales!

PTO Meeting: The November PTO meeting will be on November 16, 2022, at 6:30 pm. You
can either attend in person in Room 14 of the school, or online on the link below. This is a great
opportunity to learn about upcoming events, meet fellow parents, and to get involved.
Additionally, the meeting attendance counts towards the PSSC hours. Please join us at the
following link:
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/87077053723?
pwd=SkJiMEdsWHcvKzdVZC9qN09GdlgrZz09 
Meeting ID: 870 7705 3723              Passcode: 483688

Recess Duty: Sign up for recess duty opportunities is available through:
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/ta43kmlw3.

 

https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/87077053723?pwd=SkJiMEdsWHcvKzdVZC9qN09GdlgrZz09
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/ta43kmlw3


Connect1:
If you need more assistance with Connect 1 you can either contact Tom Fields at
PTOPSSC@holyspiritflames.org or visit https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/gmgujg6pp

Next Monday!!!

mailto:PTOPSSC@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/gmgujg6pp


The PTO Christmas Tree sale is not long off! Check out Connect 1
for volunteer opportunities!

PTO Board 2022 - 2023
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Vacant - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Danielle Hetzler - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Lee Conroy - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Mary Sonnen - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org

Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the Diocese in
order to perform recess duty and to volunteer in activities where students are present.

Parish Happenings!

mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org


Community Happenings!





FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the folder
labeled "November 3, 2022" on the website. For
your convenience, some flyers are repeated.

Family
Folder

School Flyers:

1. Formation in Christian Chastity OPT-OUT form
2. Veterans Day - Tell us about your family activity

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/november-3-2022/


3. Partners in Faith (November) newsletter
4. Ledo Pizza PTO Fundraiser flyer
5. Diocese of Arlington Tuition Assistance Overview

Parish Flyers:

1. Family BINGO flyer
2. Knights of Columbus Christmas Card Sale flyer
3. Spaghetti Dinner flyer
4. Snow Angels Program flyer
5. Flag Retirement flyer

Community Flyers:

1. Diocesan Catechetical Conference flyer
2. From Inclusion to Belonging Conference flyer
3. Do This in Rememberance of Me Conference flyer
4. Prospective Teacher Information Sessions flyer
5. Seminarian Education Endowment flyer
6. Preparing to Vote flyer
7. VCC - Four Principles of Catholic Social Teaching flyer
8. Discovery Toys flyer


