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Looking Forward

Last night we hosted our first Open House of the year and it was a great success. Thank
you to all those who help with word of mouth advertising! And a BIG thank you to all of the
middle school students who voluteered their time to provide tours to the prospective
families. Our students are terrific ambassadors for the school and all of the great work that
is being done here.

The application for the 2024/2025 academic year for NEW students is now open and
accessible on the school's website.

If you have children (especially prekindergarten or kindergarten age), please take the time
to complete that application as soon as possible so that we retain spaces.

For current students, Holy Spirit uses continuous enrollment, so unless we hear from you
that you will not be returning, we plan for your children to be here.

The tuition rates for the 2024/2025 academic year will be sent home in early December
once the proprosal is approved. There is a re-registration fee that is assessed per student.
The date for that being posted to family FACTS accounts will be in the information that
comes to you regarding tuition. For those families who are not returning for next year, the
packet will include an Intent Not to Return form that we ask that you complete and return.

The parent portal will close at the end of the school day on November 17th in order for us
to begin to prepare report cards.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZUcW7Gxr74&list=PLgCGT7nNXGY6VhDeZ9o8EjomBG9pzI7Tg&index=12


The 1st Trimester comes to a close on Tuesday, November 21st. Report cards for
students in Kindergarten through Grade 8 will go home on December 1st.

The Thanksgiving holiday break begins on Tuesday, November 21 when we have a
scheduled early released. Extended Day is NOT open that afternoon. The school is closed
the remainder of the week. Please remember that there is NO SCHOOL
FOR STUDENTS ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH.

When we return from the Thanksgiving break we will launch right into our annual Toy Drive
benefitting Santa's Ride; there is a flyer below with information. Our Giving Mass will be
held on Friday, December 1st at which time representatives from the Fairfax County
Police Departement will be here to collect all of the donations.

If I do not see you prior, I wish you all a "Happy Thanksgiving!" Safe travels for those
visiting family. May the days together be a blessing for all.

Holy Spirit will be hosting a Virtus seminar on December 2nd from 9:00 am - 1:00
pm. You may go to www.virtus.org in order to register.

Did you create your own Holy Moment this week? Did you do the right thing regardless of
whether others were watching? Maybe we made sure to keep our thoughts and opinions
about other people's driving to ourself. Maybe we went out of way to assist a struggling
colleague even though it wouldn't garner us the limelight as when others might be around.
Maybe we greeted with genuine kindness the stranger at the store or on the street for no
other reason than to brighten their day. Maybe we prayed just a little bit deeper and gave
more concentration to the needs of others. There are so many ways we can create a Holy
Moment for no other reason than "just because".

As mentioned, each Thursday this note will contain the Matthew Kelly, Holy Moments
videos that he recorded during Lent of 2023. These relate to the Holy Moments book.

Whose Ready for Some Basketball???

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/index.cfm?


Thank you to all who have donated!

You are welcome to join us for the Turkey Shootout Finals at
10:30am on Tuesday morning! Get ready for some crazy!

Our annual Toy Drive begins on Tuesady, November 28th!
(As soon as we return from the Thanksgiving break!)



Families interested in applying for tuition assistance for the 2024/2025 academic year, the
FACTS application is open. The deadline for applying is March 13, 2024.





-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby

Principal

  

Upcoming PTO Events
Saturday November 18th

Christmas Trees Early Delivery – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO UNLOAD THE TREES THIS WEEKEND!
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information.
 

Sunday, November 26th

Christmas Tree Sales begin
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information.
 

Saturday, December 9th

Gingerbread House Decorating – Holy Spirit Cafeteria 4:30pm
Connect1 sign up to be posted soon.



 

 Volunteer Opportunities
Christmas Tree Sales (1 point/30 mins volunteered)

UPDATE: Christmas trees will now be delivered Saturday, November 18th

Sales begin on Sunday, November 26th. Help is requested for setup, tree delivery on 11/18, sales and
breakdown. We need two families per weekday sales shift and three families per weekend sales shift. This
is a family event! Bring your spouse, kids, aunts, uncles, grandparents. Parents will earn PSSC service
hours and teens can earn their service hours as well!
Questions? Contact Jouhn Borja PTOChristmasTrees@holyspiritflames.org
 
Christmas Boutique Volunteers (1 point/30 mins volunteered)

Help is needed with set up/decorating as well as 'running the show' on December 7 th & 8th. Feel free to
dress in fun holiday attire!
Questions? Contact Lauren Schmidt PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
or Toni O’Neill PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

  
Updates
Spirit Gear
The Spirit Gear Committee would like to thank all those who purchased gear during our Fall sale.
We sold over $4,670 in garments. There will be accessories sales during the school year.
Upcoming sales will be held at the Christmas Tree sales, after Holy Spirit Church masses, and at
the Used Uniform sales. More details and a Connect1 signup will be posted soon. If you'd like to
purchase accessories and can’t make it to one of the sales, email Stacey
at RNChickie@gmail.com.
 
 Reminders
In order to volunteer with any youth in the Arlington Diocese, you must be Child Protection Compliant.
 
Recess Duty volunteers are still needed for the remainder of the school year. Families who have
completed their required commitment of one day are eligible for 4 PSSC points for each additional day
served.

https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/aDfrpX_-_
mailto:PTOChristmasTrees@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/Q19DxHUyr
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:RNChickie@gmail.com
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/what-is-child-protection-compliance/
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/VBI5KQXn2


We know it isn't quite Thanksgiving yet, but....

The Christmas Tree Crew is calling! Check out Connect 1
for volunteer opportunities. This is a GREAT family activity

too!



PTO Board 2023 - 2024
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Rob Wu - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Karin Floyd - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the
Diocese in order to perform recess duty and to volunteer for activities where students are

present.

Parish Happenings!

mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org


Community Happenings!



FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the
folder labeled "November 16, 2023" on the
website. For your convenience, some flyers
are repeated.

Family Folder

School Flyers:

1. Diocesan Tuition Assistance Programs Overview
2. Turkey Shootout flyer
3. Santa's Ride Toy Drive
4. Art Room supply need flyer
5. Partners in Faith (November) newsletter

PTO Flyers:

1. Holy Spirit Ornament Order Form
2. Santa Boutique flyer
3. SONShine Committee flyer

Parish Flyers:

1. Parish Spaghetti Dinner flyer
2. Solemn Vespers flyer
3. Euchartistic Adoration flyer
4. Gabriel Project flyer

Community Flyers:

1. Bishop Ireton's Production of CLUE

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/november-16-2023/
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