
From the Principal's Desk

January 5, 2023

Holy Spirit School
Inspiring Minds/Igniting Hearts

2022/2023
"Joy"

Nothing But Faith Day
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Welcome Back!

I hope that everyone enjoyed the time away from school and that everyone is refreshed and
ready to tackle the "second" part of the school year.

One of the goals that the faculty set for itself is to increase the retreat experiences for our
students. What we settled on and are building are what are being called "Nothing But Faith
Day"; the first of these will be tomorrow, Friday, January 6th.

We will be learning about and exploring the Epiphany over the course of our day.

The day will begin with Deacon Grodek reading to the children a book entitled "The Wise Men
Who Found Christmas" by Raymond Arroyo. The book will help us set the stage with the
children and we will use the three themes of "follow the light", "go to the King", and "discover
the truth" thoughout the day.

We will attend Friday Mass as usual, have snack with buddies, and then break into groups
(PreK and K; Grades 1-2; Grades 3-5; Grades 6-8) to work through activities and challenges
that we hope will enhance the students knowledge of the Epiphany and allow them the
opportunity to realize the personal gifts that they can bring to the Christ Child each day.

https:


After lunch (all students will eat at the same time in their homeroom classrooms; hot lunches,
etc will be delivered to the classrooms) we will gather again in the gym and hear about the
connection of closing the Christmas season and opening the season of Mardi Gras. Students
will be provided King Cake from Haydel's Bakery.

The last portion of the day will find us "going to the King" as we head back to the church as a
whole school. During our time there, students will present at the creche the gifts they put
together in the morning; we will pray the Rosary in honor of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI; we
will hear the Epiphany readings and Father O'Donohue will join us to speak to the children
about the themes and importance of the Epiphany in the history and life of the Church.

We do truly hope this is a special day for everyone.

(*For students who have food allergies, information was sent out by homeroom teachers. The
snack in the morning will be Cheez Its and water. The King Cakes do contain sugar, salt,
shortening, eggs, yeast, milk, flour, and lemon, orange, vanilla, or butter flavoring.)

Registration for 2023/2024 academic year

Informationg regarding registration for the 2023/2024 academic year went home prior to the
Christmas break.

Families who intend for their children to return to Holy Spirit next year should return the
provided financial contract by tomorrow, Friday, January 6th.

We had also asked that families update their demographic information in PowerSchool. We are
aware that the site is not working. This is an issue on the Office of Catholic Schools side of
things and we are awaiting word that it is open and working properly.

In the meantime, we will consider students re-registered with the returning of the financial
contract.

The re-registration fee of $100.00/student will be charged via each family's FACTS account.

Acceptances for new students in prekindergarten and kindergarten have already begun.
Acceptances for new students in grades 1-8 will begin on January 9, 2023.

March for Life
Friday, January 20, 2023

The annual March for Life rally and walk will take place in Washington D.C. on Friday, January
20, 2023. Despite the Supreme Court decision earlier in the year in the Dobbs v Jackson
Women's Health Organization, there is still much work to be done to protect the rights of the
unborn.

If your family has never participated in the March for Life, I would encourage you to prayerfully
consider attending. Information is below regarding the offerings from the Holy Spirit Parish for
this day.

As had been traditional prior to COVID, the parish will be hosting a number of out of state
groups overnight in the school building.

As a result, Father has cancelled school for Friday, January 20th. Please be sure you
note this on your calendar.

As a school community, we will have our own March for Life on Thursday, January 19th as we
will have an outdoor Rosary over the course of the afternoon led by the 8th grade students.
Parents are certainly welcome to attend; watch for a schedule of when particular classes will
make there way outside to participate.



Our next Open House is Wednesday, January 11, 2023. If you know of
families considering a Catholic education for their children, please let them

know!

Other general reminders:

The Winter testing session of the NWEA Map Growth assessment for Grades 3-7 begins
Monday, January 9th.

Monday, January 16 is a no school day for Martin Luther King Day.

Thursday, January 19th is a PTO Spirit Gear day.

Interims for grades 3-8 for the 2nd Trimester go home on Thursday, January 19th as do the
Prekindergarten Progress Reports.

(Friday, January 20th is a NO school day - see the information above.)

Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated from Sunday, January 29th through Friday, February
3rd. Please see the information below regarding our service project and the schedule of events.

We will celebrate Grandparents Day on Friday, February 10th. Watch for a flyer and RSVP
information next week.







-Maureen Ashby
Principal



Upcoming Events:
February 1                 – Book Fair
PTO Meeting: The January PTO meeting will be on January 17, 2022, at 6:30 pm. This is a
great opportunity to learn about upcoming events, meet fellow parents, and to get involved.
Additionally, the meeting attendance counts towards the PSSC hours. This will be a hybrid
meeting with more information to come on classroom location. However, the online portion will
be at the following link:
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/87077053723?
pwd=SkJiMEdsWHcvKzdVZC9qN09GdlgrZz09 
Meeting ID: 870 7705 3723              Passcode: 483688
 
Recess Duty: We still have many empty slots that need to be filled for recess duty. We
are asking all families to sign up for a spot no later than January 31, 2023. You can sign
up for recess duty through: https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/ta43kmlw3.
 
Connect1:
If you need more assistance with Connect 1 you can either contact Tom Fields at
PTOPSSC@holyspiritflames.org or visit https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/gmgujg6pp

https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/87077053723?pwd=SkJiMEdsWHcvKzdVZC9qN09GdlgrZz09
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/ta43kmlw3
mailto:PTOPSSC@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/gmgujg6pp


Hard copy form in the Family Folder section below.

PTO Board 2022 - 2023
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Trevor Lowing - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Danielle Hetzler - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Lee Conroy - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Mary Sonnen - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org

Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the Diocese in
order to perform recess duty and to volunteer in activities where students are present.

Parish Happenings!

mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
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Community Happenings!

FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the folder
labeled "January 5, 2023" on the website. For your
convenience, some flyers are repeated.

Family
Folder

School Flyers:

1. Catholic Schools Week Schedule of events flyer
2. Catholic Schools Week Service Project flyer
3. PTO Talent Showcase Signup Form
4. Yearbook Order information flyer
5. PSA Winter Exercise Session flyer
6. Partners in Faith (January) newsletter
7. Diocese of Arlington Tuition Assistance Overview

Parish Flyers:

1. Catechism Study flyer
2. March for Life flyer
3. Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest flyer
4. Bible Study flyer
5. Married Couples Morning of Reflection flyer
6. Catholic Marriage flyer

Community Flyers:

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/january-5-2023/

