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Merry Christmas Still!
We are so very fortunate as Catholics to still be in our Christmas season as we celebrate
through this coming weekend with the Solemnity of the Epiphany on January 7 and the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on January 8th. I hope that you take time this weekend to
honor these days while emphasizing with your family the importance of Christmas beyond
the decorated trees and special packages which can become a real focus of our time and
attention.

I am so happy to welcome Mrs. Susan Kahn to our school community in her role as
School Receptionist. As you come and go with your children for appointments, etc., please
be sure to introduce yourself!

Additionally, I am thrilled to have Mrs. Rachel McBride in a new role in the school, that of
kindergarten aide. She took over that position in Mrs. Paulson's classroom when we
returned from the break. I am sure her upbeat disposition will be a great fit with those
kiddos.

With her move to the classroom, we are now in search of someone to take over Mrs.
McBride's "old role" of recess monitor. This is a two-day/week commitment (Tuesday and
Wednesday) from 10:30 am - 1:30 pm. If you or someone you know might be interested,
please reach out to me via email.

With all of the "weather talk" this week, I thought it prudent to remind families that we
follow the Fairfax County Public School System with regard to inclement weather related
closings and late arrivals. Be sure to watch your local news and/or follow FCPS on their
social media for information. School policies with regard to inclement weather closings can
be found in the Parent/Student Handbook.



A few schedule reminders:

Friday, January 12 is an early dismissal day with NO afternoon extended day. Interims for
T2 go home this day for grades 3-8 as well as the Prekindergarten Progress Reports.

Monday, January 15 is a NO school day in honor of Martin Luther King Day.

The Winter testing session of the NWEA begins on January 16th; information on specific
testing days for graes 3-7 will be available from the classroom teachers.

Thursday, January 18th is a PTO Spirit Gear Day.

Friday, January 19th is a NO school day as Father has closed the school in order to
accomodate out-of-town groups who seek lodging as they attend the annual March for
Life.

I highly encourage families to participate in the March for Life. The Holy Spirit Parish has
planned events and transportation available; see the flyer below in the parish section.

And, of course, it wouldn't be January without the annual Catholic Schools Week
celebration which begins on Sunday, January 28th. Watch for information regarding our
planned events.

A reminder that Family Financial Contracts for the 2024/2025 academic year are due back
tomorrow, Friday, January 5, 2024. If you are in need of an additional copy of the contract,
you may access it below.

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance for the 2024/2025 academic year, the
FACTS application is open. The deadline for applying is March 13, 2024.

Family Financial Contract 2024 2025

This week we did not have a specific Holy Moments challege due to the short week.

I started reading a book (it is a pretty short, quick read) which I think dovetails so well with
the idea of Holy Moments and what can be accomplished when being intentional in our
interactions with others. The book is entitled: Deep Kindness: A Revolutionary Guide for
the Way We Think, Talk and Act in Kindness and is written by Houston Kraft. Check it out!

https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/cb77bcc3-4bb5-4f80-a8cd-6801c68c63d4.pdf
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Upcoming PTO Events
Tuesday, January 16th

IN PERSON PTO Meeting 6:30pm – 7:30pm Room 14
See details below - Light refreshments and snacks will be served!

  
Volunteer Opportunities (1 point/30 mins volunteered)

January PTO Meeting

Join us in person for drinks, snacks and Holy Spirit camaraderie on January 16 th at 6:30pm. This in-person
meeting will allow you to hear from your PTO president, Mrs. Ploschke, your principal, Mrs. Ashby, and
various committees about upcoming events. Have an idea to share? Want to provide feedback on events?
This is a great opportunity for families to share your thoughts, stay up to date and connect with other
parents and the PTO board. We will not have a zoom option for this month’s meeting, so we hope to see
you and be sure to sign up in Connect1 so we can plan for food/drinks appropriately as well as to earn

https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/1YIMjuBbz
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/1YIMjuBbz


PSSC points for attending.  
Questions? Contact Kristyn Poreba PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
 
Recess Duty
Volunteers are still needed for the remainder of the school year for recess duty. Families who have
completed their required commitment of one day are eligible for four PSSC points for each additional day
served. See Connect1 to view available slots and other details.
Questions? Contact Amy Mannion PTORecessduty@holyspiritflames.org
 
Spring Fundraiser Chair and Co-Chair  (40 PSSC points each) Virtus Certification is NOT
required
Do you love Spring and organizing fun events? Would you like to plan and execute our Spring
fundraising activities during this year's Talent Show? This Chair/Co Chair role includes
coordinating with classroom parents to develop class baskets and identification of fun "perks" and
raffle ideas. It requires at least 3 months of support to ensure a smooth but exciting series of
activities to raise money for the school and new ideas are always welcome! 
Questions? Contact Toni O’Neill PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
  

Reminders
In order to volunteer with any youth in the Arlington Diocese, you must be Child Protection Compliant.
 

PTO Board 2023 - 2024
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Rob Wu - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Karin Floyd - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the
Diocese in order to perform recess duty and to volunteer for activities where students are

present.

Parish Happenings!
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Community Happenings!

FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the
folder labeled "January 4, 2024" on the
website. For your convenience, some flyers
are repeated.

Family Folder

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/january-4-2024/


School Flyers:

1. Diocesan Tuition Assistance Programs Overview
2. Partners in Faith (January) newsletter
3. Chess Club Winter Session flyer
4. iCook - After School Cooking Class flyer
5. iSteam - After School Science Class flyer

PTO Flyers:

Parish Flyers:

1. Eucharistic Conference 2024
2. Parish Adoration
3. Seminary Visit
4. Coffee with Rebecca
5. March for Life 2024
6. Blood Drive flyer

Community Flyers:
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