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Happy Catholic Schools Week!
So, maybe the best gift of all for our Catholic School students was a day off on Monday!

Happy Catholic Schools Week to everyone! Since we have returned to the building we have
embarked on a plethora of activities that not only celebrate our students but that also thank
those who are support our school's endeavors, in particular and Catholic education, in general.

One of the works of service that the students are participating in this week is writing
cards/letters to be used by Operation Gratitude. This is a non-profit organization whose mission
is to serve deployed troops, veterans, 1st responders and others who serve our country by
sending care packages and other items. The cards that the students create will be included
with those packages.

Our connection with the organization was highlighted in the press release from the Diocese in
advance of this week, and Mrs. Evans was interviewed for a local news channel about it all!

https:
https://www.localdvm.com/news/virginia/41-catholic-schools-across-the-diocese-celebrate-catholic-school-week/
https://www.operationgratitude.com/


On Monday, February 8th, the students will all have a Zoom call with the CEO of Operation
Gratitude, Kevin Schmiegel, Lieutenant Colonel, USMC (Ret.). This will be a wonderful
opportunity for the students to hear how their works of charity have a direct impact on others.

If you would like to see a little bit about Operation Gratitude, click below.

We are very blessed to be a part of a parish where the school is valued. In coming to Mass on
the weekends with my family, I am regularly approached by parishioners with whom in a
"normal" year we would be sharing Friday masses. They ask about the children and the faculty
and offer their words of encouragement and their prayers. We are very blessed.

We are very blessed to have this school community that has been alive and thriving for 55
years. Each day as I "smile and wave" in the morning car line I am reminded of the dedication
of you, as parents for standing firm with us as we build and grow the faith of our children. We
are very blessed.

We are very blessed to have the students in this building. I feel as though it cannot be said
enough this year that this building came alive once again in August when the teachers returned
followed by your smiling, energetic, joyful children. We are very blessed.

It is hard to believe that the liturgical calendar is passing as quickly as it is and that Ash
Wednesday is just a couple of short weeks away.

All students will receive ashes on Wednesday, February 17th following the protocols as set out
by the Church. Specifically this means that the priest will not touching the foreheads of the
children, but instead will sprinkle the ashes on their heads.

If you have never connected with the programs available through Dynamic Catholic, I certainly
recommend that you take a look at the "Best Lent Ever" program. Many of us here participated



in this program last year and I have signed up already for this year. The program will make use
of the book I Heard God Laugh: A Practical Guide to Life's Essential Daily Habit by Matthew
Kelly. A link to the website is below.

Dynamic Catholic - Best Lent
Ever

A few reminders:

Monday, February 8th is an NJHS sponsored charity dress down day (see the flyer below!).

Monday, February 15th is a NO school day.

Wednesday, February 17th is Ash Wednesday.

Thursday, February 18th - PTO Spirit Day.

Monday, February 22 - Saint Assembly on St. Peter Claver

Wednesday, March 17 - Deadline for apply for tuition assistance through FACTS

-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby
Principal

ALL DONATIONS WILL BENEFIT CATHOLIC
CHARITIES ST. LUCY PROJECT FOOD

WAREHOUSE

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent/best-lent-ever.html








Required Symptom Screening
Questionnaire

We continue to work on an App for the daily health screening. Students must continue
to arrive at school each day with a paper copy of the completed form. We are asking for
the paper copy for now as trying to manage emails from families at the start of each day
is not workable or practical for the staff.



Required Symptom Screening Questionnaire - 8.27.2020

Parish Happenings!

https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/b2ac1a75-c211-459d-985d-98e4c9df7830.pdf


Community Happenings!

FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the folder
labeled "February 4, 2021" on the website.



For your convenience, some flyers are
repeated.

Family
Folder

School Flyers:

1. 5K Spirit Run T-shirt Contest flyer
2. PTO Annual Talent Showcase Signup/Audition flyer
3. Dental Supplies Collection flyer

Parish Flyers:

1. Men's Lenten Day of Reflection flyer
2. Women's Lenten Day of Reflection flyer
3. Year of St. Joseph flyer Part I
4. Year of St. Joseph flyer Part II
5. Car raffle flyer

Community Flyers:

1. Boy Scout Mulch Sale
2. Scout Sunday flyer

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/february-4-2021/

