
 
From the Principal's Desk

 
February 1, 2024

Holy Spirit School
Inspiring Minds/Igniting Hearts

2023/2024
"Faithfulness"

 

A Week of Inspiration

A heartfelt "Thank you!" to the Holy Spirit Parish Knights of Columbus for the generous
donation to the school's Resource Department. The Knights chose the school to receive
over $700.00 in proceeds from the October BINGO event.

This week has seen a flurry of activities and events all centered around celebrating our
Catholic school. We began on Sunday with students representing us so very well at the
parish 10:30 am Mass. Monday allowed us time to come together as a community with
Father O'Donohue to celebrate what makes us unique and to pray for all those who
support not just us but the Catholic school system across our country.

On Tuesday we were "wowed" by the amazing Spellers in the building. Congratulations to
all of the homeroom winners who competed in the finals! We ended the day watching a
portion of the original "Mary Poppins" movie giving us a sample of what is to come with the

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eqe9KDR1paA&list=PLgCGT7nNXGY6VhDeZ9o8EjomBG9pzI7Tg&index=19


Middle School musical in March.

The faculty and staff were pampered a bit by the parents via the PTO Hospitality
Committee with a wonderful soup and sandwich lunch. Thank you to all who aknowledged
teachers for the hard work that they put in each and every day.

Thursday we made sure to ignite our hearts for those who are fighting illnesses in
hospitals by making cards and bracelets which will be donated to Letters of Love.

Throughout the week and including tomorrow, the students (with the help of their teachers)
have been acknowledging and thanking those throughout the building and in our parish
who do so much throughout the year to support our mission.

And we did all of that wrapped in our Holy Moments challenge of offering genuine smiles
to those we see throughout our day.

Speaking of Holy Moments....the students have begun the Holy Moments Bucket List
Challenge! Be sure to ask your student about this. The challenge is meant to provide
opportunities for all of us to take what we have learned thus far this year and to tailor
those lessons to our own lives. The students will brainstorm ways in which they want to
improve their own lives, their lives of their families, and their communities through works of
kindness. As we head into Lent, this a terrific time for these projects as we focus on acts
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

Catholic Schools Week is always a wonderful affirmation of our primary mission of
teaching and passing along our beautiful Catholic Faith to the next generation of leaders in
our Church.

The annual Book Fair benefiting our school library begins on Sunday, February 4th. See
the flyer below.

Our annual Grandparents Day celebration is scheduled for Friday, February 9th.
Information is on the flyer below. The RSVP form is now closed.

Remember that Monday, February 12th is a no school day. This is the reward for meeting
the Boosterthon fundraising goal.

The season of Lent begins on February 14th. We will go to Mass on Ash Wednesday at
10:15am.

The next PTO Spirit Gear day is Thursday, February 15th.

Friday, February 16th is a no school day for students. It is a professional development day
for the faculty.

Monday, February 19th is a no school day for the President's Day holiday.

The parent portal will close on March 1st and the 2nd trimester ends on March 7th.

Did you create your own Holy Moment this week? Were you aware of your interactions
with others this week and provide a smile to those you encounter in the workplace or while
out and about running errands? Did you know smiles are "contagious"? When you provide



a genuine smile to someone the recipient feels reassured and a bit more at ease. Plus,
when you smile you release endorphins that are "contagious" to others!





It is time to get up off that couch and get ready for the 5K
Spirit Run benefitting our Resource Department!!

2024 5K Spirit Run
Can you help us?



 
For many years, Holy Spirit Catholic School has been supporting all types of
learners through our Resource Program and Expanded Services at Holy Spirit
School. We currently support over 50 students who have mild to moderate
disabilities and who need resource assistance in the areas of ADHD, Autism,
Dyslexia, Intellectual Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, and other special
needs. We continually adapt to help meet the individual needs of our students
so they can achieve social and academic success in inclusive classrooms. Our
Resource Team includes four resource teachers, a full-time reading specialist,
a full and part-time paraprofessional, and a full-time counselor!

To make inclusive Catholic education accessible, the additional costs required
for licensed special education professionals, continuous professional
development for our staff, and classroom materials are covered primarily by
grants and fundraisers. We host a 5K Spirit Run each year to raise funds, build
community, and raise awareness. 

The 2024 5K Spirit Run will be held in the Holy Spirit Parish neighborhood on
May 18, 2024. We are writing to ask for your support and sponsorship for our
5K. Monetary donations will help cover the cost of the race, allowing the profits
from race registration to directly support Holy Spirit’s Resource Program,
enabling children with special needs to receive a Catholic education. Please
see the reverse of this letter for sponsorship levels and other ways you can
help us make inclusive education possible.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Gibbons, Race Director
sgibbons@holyspiritflames.org

Race Sponsorship Information

mailto:sgibbons@holyspiritflames.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/575a7461-d57c-4350-9a10-c8c4ecb6da10.pdf




Board Game Club Sign-Up

NEW! February Partners in Faith newsletter and Family Lent
Calendar

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48A5AC2DA0F58-44160070-boad#/


-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby

Principal

  

Upcoming PTO Events
Friday, February 2nd  **TO BE RESCHEDULED**
Holy Spirit Sponsored Movie Night 6:30pm in the gym
 

Sunday, February 4th – Friday, February 9th

Scholastic Book Fair – 25% of all sales go toward the school library
See Volunteer Opportunities to help out.
 

Tuesday, February 13th

Talent Show Auditions 3:15pm – 5:00pm Quinn Room
See Volunteer Opportunities to help out and flier for performance audition sign up.
 

Tuesday, February 20th

PTO Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm via Zoom
Meeting ID: 895 9844 5225 Passcode: 268985
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information.
  

 Volunteer Opportunities (1 point/30 mins volunteered)

Spring Fundraiser - Show Trainee and Dinner Trainee  (20 PSSC points each) Virtus
Certification is NOT required
The Spring Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, April 13th in the gym and we are in need of
volunteers to support the planning process to make it a success! The 2024 Show Trainee and
Dinner Trainee will support the planning and preparation for the big event and will ideally be the
Show Chairman and Dinner Chairman in 2025. These positions will have a superstar showing
you the ropes with 16 years of experience running the show on his own! Our very own Joe
Terpenning will be retiring this will be his final year with us. Take advantage of this opportunity to
learn the ropes before his departure. See the flier below for additional details.
Questions? Contact Joe Terpenning Jterpenning@infinitetech.org

Scholastic Book Fair

The annual Scholastic book fair will run from Saturday, February 4th – Friday, February 9th in the school

https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/89598445225?pwd=Qmw0bktkVkhKMnJwSlhqL3huajhrUT09
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/xlOOotXs4
mailto:Jterpenning@infinitetech.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/UMNrV9YKW


library and volunteers are needed throughout the week beginning February 1st for setup, assisting
students during the event and breakdown. See Connect1 to signup.
Questions? Contact Mrs. Coney econey@holyspiritflames.org
 
Talent Show Audition Volunteers

Volunteers are needed on Tuesday, February 13th from 3pm-5pm to help out with Talent Show
auditions. Students will preview their acts in front of coordinators to review timing, stage needs, and
appropriateness. Volunteers are needed for crowd control, registration, and content review. See
Connect1 to signup.
Questions? Contact Joe Terpenning jterpenning@infinitetech.org
 
February PTO Meeting
Join us via Zoom on February 20th at 6:30pm and hear from your PTO president, Mrs. Ploschke, your
principal, Mrs. Ashby, and various committees about what is going on at Holy Spirit School this year. Have
an idea to share? Want to provide feedback on something? This is a great opportunity for all families to
share your thoughts, stay up to date and connect with other parents and the PTO board. Connect1 sign up
will be posted soon. For meeting details and to earn PSSC points for attending, please be sure to sign up.
Questions? Contact Kristyn Poreba PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
 
Talent Show & Dance Event Night Volunteers
There are many job opportunities for anyone who would like to contribute supplies or help out on the day
of the show. Check out Connect1 for all opportunities available.
Questions? Contact Joe Terpenning jterpenning@infinitetech.org
 
Recess Duty
Volunteers are still needed for the remainder of the school year for recess duty. Families who have
completed their required commitment of one day are eligible for four PSSC points for each additional day
served. See Connect1 to view available slots and other details.
Questions? Contact Amy Mannion PTORecessduty@holyspiritflames.org
  

Reminders
In order to volunteer with any youth in the Arlington Diocese, you must be Child Protection Compliant.

It is time to pull out those dancing shoes, warm up those
instruments, dust off your best jokes and get ready to WOW! our

community with your talent!

https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/UMNrV9YKW
mailto:econey@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/QSIvlkfJd
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/QSIvlkfJd
mailto:jterpenning@infinitetech.org
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/89598445225?pwd=Qmw0bktkVkhKMnJwSlhqL3huajhrUT09
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/xlOOotXs4
mailto:jterpenning@infinitetech.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/VBI5KQXn2
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/VBI5KQXn2
mailto:PTORecessduty@holyspiritflames.org
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/what-is-child-protection-compliance/






PTO Board 2023 - 2024
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Rob Wu - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Karin Floyd - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the
Diocese in order to perform recess duty and to volunteer for activities where students are

present.

Parish Happenings!

mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org






Community Happenings!

FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the
folder labeled "February 1, 2024" on the
website. For your convenience, some flyers
are repeated.



Family Folder

School Flyers:

1. Diocesan Tuition Assistance Programs Overview
2. Book Fair flyer
3. Grandparents Day flyer
4. Board Game Club flyer
5. Partners in Faith (February) newsletter
6. Family Lent Calendar

5K Spirit Run

1. Sponsorship Information
2. T-Shirt Design Contest flyer

PTO Flyers:

1. PTO Talentshow Sign Up
2. PTO Talentshow Volunteer flyer

Parish Flyers:

1. Bishop Burbidge Letter
2. Lenton Soup Suppers
3. Eucharistic Conference 2024
4. Pancake Breakfast
5. HS WorkCamp 2024
6. 2024 Women's Conference
7. Vacation Bible School
8. 2024 Men's Conference
9. Day of Recollection

10. Bedding for Babies Collection
11. 2024 Car Raffle

Community Flyers:

1. From Inclusion to Belonging Conference
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