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Our Advent Journey

Advent began on Sunday, December 3rd and we have begun our season of waiting and
preparation here at school.

Monday started with a prayer service and the blessing of our school Advent wreath. We
also started our annual tradition of adorning our Jesse Trees as we travel through the Old
Testament while awaiting the birth of the Christ child.

We will participate in the Sacrament of Confession and have the wonderful blessing of
being able to have Adoration in the school chapel before we leave for the Christmas
break.

The K-4 Christmas Musical - Miracle at Midnight - and the 5th grade production of Night of
Nights will soon be upon us. I hope that you will all take time to enjoy these shows. The
students are wonderful and looking forward to sharing their talents with you!

Mixed in with all of that is a bit of fun too! Today was our Christmas Dress Down Day
sponsored by the NJHS and benefiting Catholic Charities We Care Week.

See the flyer below for the Mini Christmas Spirit Week that the NJHS has put together for
us. It should be great fun!

A reminder that Wednesday, December 20th is an early dismissal day with NO afternoon
Extended Day. Everyone returns after Christmas on Wednesday, January 3, 2024.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-hNR_PtRL0&list=PLgCGT7nNXGY6VhDeZ9o8EjomBG9pzI7Tg&index=14


The application for the 2024/2025 academic year for NEW students is now open and
accessible on the school's website.

If you have children (especially prekindergarten or kindergarten age), please take the time
to complete that application as soon as possible so that we retain spaces.

For current students, Holy Spirit uses continuous enrollment, so unless we hear from you
that you will not be returning, we plan for your children to be here.

The tuition rates and other information for the 2024/2025 academic year were sent
home yesterday with the youngest or only child in your family.

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance for the 2024/2025 academic year, the
FACTS application is open. The deadline for applying is March 13, 2024.

Did you create your own Holy Moment this week? Did you identify two things you really
like about yourself? Once you identified those, did you take time to thank God for the gifts
and talents he bestowed on you? Did you think about how you can take those pieces of
yourself that you really like and discern how you can use them to create Holy Moments for
others? In this season of Advent as we prepare for the coming of Christ, may we take time
to create some peace and quiet and remember that without Him we are nothing!



Miracle At Midnight
K-4 Christmas Musical
December 14 at 7:00pm





Looking for a service project for your family?





These are not complete dress down days, but students may wear
their accessories each day with their regular uniform.

Partners in Faith December Newsletter and Family Advent Calendar
NEW!!



-Maureen Ashby

Principal

  



Upcoming PTO Events
Sunday, November 26th – December 17th
Christmas Tree Sales
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information.
 
Thursday & Friday, December 7-8
Christmas Boutique
Details sent home via backpack mail.
 

Saturday, December 9th

Gingerbread House Decorating 4:30pm
Holy Spirit Cafeteria
See flier for more information and Volunteer Opportunities below to help out.
 

Thursday, December 14th

PTO Sponsored Luncheon for Holy Spirit Staff
See Volunteer Opportunities below for more information.
 

Saturday, December 16th

Dinner at Panera - 4pm – 8pm
6230 Rolling Rd Suite V, West Springfield
25% of sales donated back to Holy Spirit! See flier below for more information.
 

Tuesday, December 19th

PTO Board Meeting - CANCELLED
 
Holy Spirit Christmas Ornament Sale
See flier below for information on how to order.
 

 
Volunteer Opportunities (1 point/30 mins volunteered)

Christmas Tree Sales November 26 – December 17

Sales begin on Sunday, November 26th. Help is requested for setup, sales and breakdown. We need two
families per weekday sales shift and three families per weekend sales shift. This is a family event! Bring
your spouse, kids, aunts, uncles, grandparents. Parents will earn PSSC service hours and teens can earn
their service hours as well!
Questions? Contact Jouhn Borja PTOChristmasTrees@holyspiritflames.org
 
Christmas Boutique Volunteers December 6-8

Help is needed with set up/decorating on December 6th as well as 'running the show' on December 7 th &

8th. Feel free to dress in fun holiday attire!

https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/aDfrpX_-_
mailto:PTOChristmasTrees@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/Q19DxHUyr


Questions? Contact Toni O’Neill PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
 
Gingerbread House Decorating December 9
The Craft Committee is looking for some help baking gingerbread houses and constructing houses for the

December 9th event. Baking will be at home, dough and pattern will be provided.
Questions? Contact Stephanie Thull stephthull@gmail.com
 
Staff Luncheon December 14

The Hospitality Committee is hosting a holiday lunch for the staff on Thursday, December 14 th.
Volunteers are requested for donations and holiday cookie baking.
 
 

Reminders
In order to volunteer with any youth in the Arlington Diocese, you must be Child Protection Compliant.
 
Recess Duty volunteers are still needed for the remainder of the school year. Families who have
completed their required commitment of one day are eligible for 4 PSSC points for each additional day
served.

mailto:PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/NbFvns7ds
mailto:stephthull@gmail.com
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/EeoXEAszQ
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/what-is-child-protection-compliance/
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/VBI5KQXn2


PTO Board 2023 - 2024
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Rob Wu - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Karin Floyd - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the
Diocese in order to perform recess duty and to volunteer for activities where students are

present.

Parish Happenings!

mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org


Community Happenings!

FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the
folder labeled "December 7, 2023" on the
website. For your convenience, some flyers
are repeated.

Family Folder

School Flyers:

1. Diocesan Tuition Assistance Programs Overview
2. Partners in Faith (December) newsletter

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/december-7-2023/


3. Partners in Faith Family Advent Calendar
4. Wreaths Across America flyer
5. Miracle At Midnight Costume list
6. PSA Winter Excercise flyer
7. NJHS Mini Christmas Spirit Week flyer

PTO Flyers:

1. Santa Boutique flyer
2. Gingerbread House Decorating flyer
3. Panera Bread Fundraiser flyer

Parish Flyers:

1. Women's Council Christmas Party
2. Men's Club Advent Party
3. Vatican II Document Study
4. Parish Adoration

Community Flyers:
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