
From the Principal's Desk

August 10, 2023

Holy Spirit School
Inspiring Minds/Igniting Hearts

2023/2024
"Faithfulness"

Tick, tick, tick

Our new teachers will arrive at school tomorrow for their orientation. Please offer a prayer of
thanksgiving as these folks begin their journey as a part of our wonderful community!

We are working hard to have the building ready to go for when the students begin. We have
ordered some new student desks and chairs - say an extra intention that they arrive soon!

A special "Thank you!" to all of the members of the National Junior Honor Society who have so
diligently kept the many garden spaces at the school weeded and cared for over the Summer. I
am so appreciative of your efforts.
 

Start of School Schedule
Wednesday, August 23rd
Meet Your Teacher!
Families with last names A-M - 11:00 am - 12:00 noon
Families with last names N-Z - 1:00 - 2:00 pm

Thursday, August 24th
First day for Grades 1-8 (11:30 am dismissal)
Kindergarten Parent Meeting - 8:30 am (no students)
Prekindergarten Parent Meeting - 9:30 am (no students)

Friday, August 25th

https:


Full day for Grades 1-8 (no hot lunch)
First day for Kindergarten (11:30 am dismissal)
Prekindergarten students visit classrooms

Monday, August 28th
Full day for all students

MORNING CARE
 
Morning Care will be open at 7:00 am on the first day of school. Morning care is located
in the cafeteria. Families should park in the rear of the building and access the cafeteria
via the back doors. Grade levels may begin using Morning Care on the following dates:
 
Grades 1-8 – may begin using Morning Care on Thursday, August 25th  
Kindergarten – may begin using Morning Care on Friday, August 26th  
PreKindergarten – may begin using Morning Care on Monday, August 28th

EXTENDED DAY

Afternoon Extended Care for all grades will begin in the cafeteria. Grade levels may
begin using Afternoon Extended Care on the following dates:
 
Grades 1-8 – may begin using Extended Day on Thursday, August 24th
Kindergarten – may begin using Extended Day on Monday, August 28th
PreKindergarten – may begin using Extended Day on Monday, August 28th  
Afternoon Extended Day is closed completely on Friday, September 1st due to the early
dismissal prior to the Labor Day weekend. 

VANPOOL

During the first week of school the vanpool slots from last year will be used with the
EXCEPTION of kindergarteners who are now first graders. These students will be
dismissed with the regular carpool unless they are in a group vanpool that used a non-
kindergarten slot. Applications for vanpool slots will be sent home in the beginning of the
year packet.

Printable Copy of the Beginning of the Year
Information

Yup! It is time to grow it out!

https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/a54e2b3b-3238-4caf-a2e8-5d1a45dcf1f3.pdf


Remember that all students are required to come to school with their natural hair color and no
extreme hairstyles including shaving of initials/patterns.

Boys’ hair is to be kept trimmed above the shirt collar, above the eyebrows and no longer than
mid-ear. Boys must be clean shaven.

Girls’ hair must be kept out of their eyes.

Substitute Teachers Needed

Are you interested in being on the Subsitute Teacher list?
Contact Mrs. Evans for information and paperwork

nevans@holyspiritflames.org

Thank you!

mailto:nevans@holyspiritflames.org


For those seeking to make use of Morning Care and/or Extended Day, you may access the
information regarding rates and the registration sheet below.

Extended Day Rates for
2023/2024

Extended Day Registration Form
2023/2024

https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/44036cb1-27a0-4838-9128-1001f086fe5b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/9e2d4caf-498e-4e57-beac-337d25ef6189.pdf


School Nurse: Mrs. Sheilia Forrer

Contact: sforrer@holyspiritflames.org

*A reminder that all medical forms and immunizations updates are due by August 1, 2023

IXL, as a company, has updated the identifying letters and numbers for the various math skills.
As your child completes the Summer homework, look to the title of the skill to find it in the
grade level that your child just completed (NOT the grade he/she is going into this coming
academic year).

Reading is fundamental to learning. It increases your vocabulary,



enriches your mind, and stretches your imagination. Recognizing
these factors, Holy Spirit School requires all students entering grades

K-8 to complete a summer reading program. In addition to these
required texts, we have included a list of optional selections and

recommended read-aloud books, which we also encourage you to
read. The books are available in paperback at local bookstores,

libraries, and on-line. This brochure is also located on the School’s
website at www.holyspiritflames.org under the “Happening at Holy

Spirit ” section on the front page of the website.

Summer Reading List 2023

-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby
Principal

Welcome to the 2023-2024 Academic School Year! 

Below is your 2023-2024 Holy Spirit PTO School Board:
President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org

Vice President - Vacant - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
Treasurer - Vacant - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org

Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
 

Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet
- PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Upcoming PTO Events (see flyers below for more information)
Tuesday, August 15th 
First PTO Meeting of the 2023-2024 school year 6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Join us in person in the School OR via Zoom (Meeting ID: 895 9844 5225 - Passcode: 268985)

http://www.holyspiritflames.org/
http://www.holyspiritflames.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/e98f01f9-3fc4-413a-bcec-ffc2f17bb11a.docx
mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/89598445225?pwd=Qmw0bktkVkhKMnJwSlhqL3huajhrUT09


Thursday, August 17th 
Used Uniform Social 5:00pm – 7:30pm Quinn Room
Connect1 Training 5:00pm – 7:30pm Holy Spirit Front Lawn/Sidewalk
Jays Eats Food Truck – 5:30pm – 7:30pm Holy Spirit Front Lawn
New Family Social 6:00pm – 7:00pm Holy Spirit Front Lawn

Sunday, August 20th
Connect1 Training 7:00pm – 7:30pm via Zoom (link forthcoming)

Tuesday, August 29th
Connect1 Training 7:00pm – 7:30pm via Zoom (link forthcoming)

Thursday, September 7th
Connect1 Training 7:00pm – 7:30pm via Zoom (link forthcoming)

Reminders

Connect1
Connect1 is our Family Engagement App that manages Holy Spirit’s parent volunteer
commitments. It also serves as a community directory, talent center and prayer board. As
noted in the PSSC Parent Handbook, each family is required to serve 22 service hours to
support the school community: 20 service hours (10 for single parent families) and 2 hours of
recess duty (1 day for 2 hours) during the school year. 

If you haven’t set up your account, please register here and follow the instructions in the flier.
Questions can be directed to your PTO PSSC coordinator at ptopssc@holyspiritflames.org.

In order to volunteer with any youth in the Arlington Diocese, you must be Child Protection
Compliant.

Committee Vacancies

We Need You!

The PTO needs volunteers to join the Executive Board and Event Committees!

SPOTLIGHT: Hospitality Committee Chair
                                                          
If you're looking for an exciting opportunity to support the school and our wonderful teachers,
please take a moment to consider becoming our next Hospitality Committee Chair/Co Chair.
The Hospitality committee focuses on working with parent volunteers to provide home baked
goods, paper products, drinks, etc. for various school events throughout the year, including
monthly teacher luncheons and the National Honor Society induction ceremony reception. The
chairperson(s) are expected to attend at least one PTO meeting during the school
year. Committee Chairpersons will receive 20 hours (40 points) for their service, provided they
fulfill the term of their commitment. Please contact Lauren Schmidt
at ptovpmembership@holyspiritflames.org for more information.

https://www.jaysvaeats.com/
https://app.connect1.io/
mailto:ptopssc@holyspiritflames.org
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/what-is-child-protection-compliance/
mailto:ptovpmembership@holyspiritflames.org


Save the Date
 

What: New Family Social
 

When: Thursday, August 17th at 6:00
 

Where: On the Holy Spirit front lawn
 

Details:
Please come to Holy Spirit on August 17th to
 meet other new members of the Holy Spirit

community and to hear from our school
administration. Bring a picnic blanket/chairs and

 plan to eat dinner. We will have a food truck on site,
Jay Eats, available for picnic or takeout orders, and/or

feel free to pack a dinner from home. Food
Truck ordering details and pre-order link to follow!

 
Post dinner popsicles will be provided!

 
Any questions can be directed to

ptonewfamilycoordinator@holyspiritflames.org
(Anne Marie Chartrand and Katie Corwin) 

mailto:ptonewfamilycoordinator@holyspiritflames.org


USED UNIFORM SALE
Come and support the PTO as you score some gently used Holy Spirit uniform pieces for

the 2023/2024 school year! Our first two planned events are coming up SOON!
We will piggyback the New Family Social on August 17 from 5:00 to 7:30. 

We will also be selling during the Meet your Teacher Event on August 23 from 10:30 to
2:30. Sales are open to ALL for shopping, not just new families. 

Where: Holy Spirit School – Quinn Room



Cost: $5 per item ($1 for socks/tights)
How to Pay: Cash or Check (made out to the Holy Spirit PTO)

****WE NEED VOLUNTEERS for August 23 if you’d like to earn early shopping privileges
and/or to obtain extra volunteer hours. Please see Connect 1 to sign up for
setup/cleanup etc. 

ADDITIONALLY, PLEASE HELP STOCK the SALES ON AN ON-GOING BASIS!!!
DONATE ANY USED UNIFORMS, SCHOOL SHOES, OR SPIRIT WEAR THAT ARE NO LONGER
NEEDED TO THE OFFICE. THANK YOU! 



Click here for a printable copy of the
instructions

PTO Board 2023 - 2024
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Vacant - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Vacant - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the Diocese in
order to perform recess duty and to volunteer for activities where students are present.

https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/8b0e8508-889d-4364-9e87-8ab9ba372db8.pdf
mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org


Parish Happenings!

Community Happenings!

FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the folder
labeled "August 10, 2023" on the website. For
your convenience, some flyers are repeated.



Family
Folder

School Flyers:

1. Jay's Eats Food Truck flyer
2. Used Uniform Sale flyer
3. Beginning of the Year Letter
4. School Supply List for 2023/2024
5. Summer Reading List
6. Connect 1 Registration Instructions
7. Extended Day Rates for 2023/2024
8. Extended Day Registration Form for 2023/2024

Parish Flyers:

1. Pancake Breakfast
2. Diocesan Pilgrimage to Emmitsburg
3. Mass for Multicultural Communities

Community Flyers:

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/august-10-2023/

