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"Faithfulness™

On Monday, April 8th (the day we return from the Easter break), a total solar eclipse will be
making its way across North America. Here in Annandale we will experience a partial
eclipse with a projected maximum coverage of the sun at 87.3%. The partial eclipse is
expected to begin at 2:03pm and last until 4:33pm.

The partial eclipse will still be "active" during our normal dismissal time and it is
noted that certified eye protection is needed in order to view the partial eclipse.

In order to have your children safely in your care and under your supervision for
any viewing, it has been decided that we will release students EARLY on April 8th.
We will begin dismissal at 1:30pm.

For those who use vanpool, please be in your spots by 1:20pm so that the chains
may be closed.

We will keep afternoon Extended Day open and will keep the children inside until after
4:33pm.

Thank you for noting the change to the schedule. If you would like to pick your child up
earlier, please send an email to the homeroom teacher, as well as the front office.

When we return from the break, students will move into the Spring uniform.



Spring pictures will be taken on April 18th. All students will have their picture taken. This is
a BEST DRESS picture. There should not be any students in shorts, jeans, t-shirts,
leggings, or very short skirts/dresses. Although sandals look really cute with Spring
dresses, for safety reasons students must be in footwear that is close-toed and that has a

back to it.
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Did you create your own Holy Moment this week? Did you use the celebration of Jesus'
resurrection to put into action all that you have learned and practiced with regard to holy
moments? We hope you did!

Click Here to Register!


https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/Annandale/flamesspiritrun

Race Sponsorship Information

BE SURE TO NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR ORDERING A
YEARBOOK!

HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL

PURCHASE THE

2024

YEARBOOK i

BUYTHEYEARBOOK.COM
SCHoOL 10: 7236153-2401
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NEW! April's Partners in Faith Newsletter!


https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/575a7461-d57c-4350-9a10-c8c4ecb6da10.pdf

Partners in

Helping our children grow in their Cathalic faith.

April 2024

Thoughtful

o Moments

St. Gemma Galgani
Born in Tuscany in 1878
ta a devout Catholic
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life was marked by
consolation and
suffering. Early on,
she loved to pray,
mystically
conversing with
15, Mary, and her Guardian
Angel. She suffered the loss of half
her family to tubereulosis and was
prevented from entering t
Passionist Order due to her own
poor health. She died o
tuberculosis at the age of 25

Religion, front and center
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Holy Spirit School

Family habits that can help keep youngsters Catholic

Recent studies have revealed that
many Catholic children leave the
when they leave high sehool. Those
who remain faithful 10 Jesus come
from families whao follow
four "best practices.”
Consider these:

Cultivate
communion:
Researchers
found that
families who
shared a
meal
regularly are
more likely
1o raise faithful Catholic
adults. It's a powerful way 1o strengthen
communion, teach values, and share a
love for Jesus. Resolve to have family
meals three or four times weekly
(without screens)

Be open to questions: Most young
people leave the Church because they
had many faith-based questions but no
answers. Encourage children 0 ask and
seek the answers together. Teach them

The Mass is the most important
and powerful gift we have as
Catholics. Holy Communion
brings us into union - heart 10

countless graces: peace,

healing remission for

Why do Catholics
celebrate Communion?

how o use rel;
with the Care
Chi

ble sources, starting
ism of the Catholic
or tum to your local
pastor.

Form a prayer

tradition: Kee
simple. G
round a

of peace. Let a
different child
lead the *nightly
decade,” or sing a
hiymn together
and offer a
blessing before bedtime.
Make prayer whatever warks for
you

Encourage service: Fa
adults tend to grow up in families
that prioritized service to the poor.
Laok for a way 10 donate time,
talent of treasure 1o thase in need
Your parish may ne

priorities shape your awn

venial sins, strength, spiritual

of Songs 8:6). When Jesus
enters th el
hearts in Holy Ci
and espec
Communion, it's a cause for
joyful celebration

-Maureen Ashby

Principal

Holy Spirit, School PTO

Upcoming PTO Events

Saturday, April 13th

Spring Talent Show, Auction and Dance 5:30pm — 9:30pm (Doors open at 5:00pm)
Bidding begins at 8pm Friday night and closes 8pm Saturday night for those that cannot attend in person

See Volunteer Opportunities and flier below for more information.

Tuesday, April 16th

PTO Meeting 6:30 — 7:30pm via Zoom
Meeting ID: 895 9844 5225 Passcode: 268985
See Volunteer Opportunities for more information and flier for reservation form.


https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/89598445225?pwd=Qmw0bktkVkhKMnJwSlhqL3huajhrUT09

Volunteer Opportunities (1 point/30 mins volunteered)

Talent Show - Show Trainee and Dinner Trainee (40 PSSC points each) Virtus Certification is
NOT required

The Spring Talent Show will be held on Saturday, April 13 M in the gym and we need volunteers
to support the planning process to make it a success! The 2024 Show Trainee and Dinner
Trainee will support the planning and preparation for the big event and will ideally be the Show
Chairman and Dinner Chairman in 2025. These positions will have a superstar showing you the
ropes with 16 years of experience running the show on his own! Our very own Joe Terpenning
will be retiring, and this will be his final year with us. Take advantage of this opportunity to learn
the ropes before his departure. See the flier below for additional details.

Questions? Contact Joe Terpenning Jterpenning@ infinitetech.org

Talent Show & Dance Event Night Volunteers

There are many job opportunities for anyone who would like to contribute supplies or help out on the day
of the show. Check out Connect1 for all opportunities available.

Questions? Contact Joe Terpenning jterpenning@ infinitetech.org

April PTO Meeting

Join us via Zoom on Tuesday, April 16th at 6:30pm and hear from your PTO president, Mrs. Ploschke,
your principal, Mrs. Ashby, and various committees about what is going on at Holy Spirit School this year.
Have an idea to share? Want to provide feedback on something? This is a great opportunity for all families
to share your thoughts, stay up to date and connect with other parents and the PTO board. For meeting
details and to earn PSSC points for attending, please be sure to sign up in Connect1.

Questions? Contact Kristyn Poreba PTOSecretary@ holyspiritflames.org

Field Day

It's time to start planning for one of the most fun days of the school year: Field Day! It will be
Friday, May 17. If you need volunteer hours, this is an awesome way to fill them! There are so
many volunteer opportunities for Field Day, found in three separate signs ups in Connect One.
You can search “Field Day 2024 to find these:

Field Day 2024 (a myriad of opportunities!)

Field Day 2024: Team Coach (very fun! Must be fully child protection compliant)

Field Day 2024: Coolers with Waters and Ice (one needed to each classroom)
Questions? Email Jessica Driscoll jessica.a.driscoll@gmail.com.

Reminders

In order to volunteer with any youth in the Arlington Diocese, you must be Child Protection Compliant.

Parents or legal guardians of each student(s) registered at Holy Spirit School are required to earn a
minimum of 20 hours (40 PSSC points) per family or 10 hours (20 PSSC points) for single parent families
(single parent families also include families with a deployed spouse) of combined volunteer service during
the current school year. For more information, reference the PSSC Handbook.



https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/xlOOotXs4
mailto:Jterpenning@infinitetech.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/xlOOotXs4
mailto:jterpenning@infinitetech.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/U4WUyUWAi
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/89598445225?pwd=Qmw0bktkVkhKMnJwSlhqL3huajhrUT09
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/U4WUyUWAi
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/AGEnZl5EU
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/3OpDyuQDR
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/5AdSlUaxQ
mailto:jessica.a.driscoll@gmail.com
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/what-is-child-protection-compliance/
https://www.holyspiritflames.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-2024-PSSC-Handbook.pdf

Calling AW Biddena!!!
The Gpring Auclion iy Back!

For the third year in a row you have the opportunity to bid on fantastic baskets donated by ‘

fellow Holy Spirit families at the Talent Show on April 13, The basket themes are awesome this
year:

Holy Spirits (100% proof cool)

Fun in the Sun

Spa Day

H20hhhh (All things water - check it out)
The Italian Basket

e

And many many more!

The following School Perks will also be available for bidding online {website link coming next

week):

First Spot at Carpool/Pick up Line
First Spot at Vanpool
Front Row Reserved at the Christmas Show

Front Pew Reserved at Holy Communion
Front Pew Reserved at Confirmation
Lunch for 3 students with Mrs. Ashby
Lunch for 3 students with Mrs. Evans
Lunch for 3 students with Mrs. Stich

No attendance required, don’t miss out, bidding starts Friday the 12th at 8pm and closes
at exactly Bpm on Saturday the 13th:

RIFE AL E NI




Holy Spirit School’s Talent Showcase *
d
*/ Dinner & Dance 4

Holy Spirit PTO Updates
Saturday. April 13th 5:30-9:30 PM (DOORS OPEN AT 5:00)
ESERVATION FORM *
/
7

TALENT * DANCING * DINING * FUN @ *
Holy Spirit School’s Annual Talent ShowCase
/*/ AWESOME ACTS, ART, RAFFLES AND MORE & Dance
* Saturday, April 13th, 2024
Registration includes catered dinner and DJ, with dancing after the show. 7
Pre-registration is required. ART SHOW SIGNUP
ADULT MENU The Lobby Art show is looking for works of
Seared Chicken w/ Gazpacho Salsa - I‘tlzgz::;]a:::age w/ Pepper - Orzo w/ Roasted Sc‘::?rt::ez;i?;:ﬁ'ng‘;d\i:ml?%oia:;tzga. :ﬂl:‘:;";irw

Italian Salad - Assorted Rolls & Butter — Cake — Beverages — Coffee

STUDENT MENU (& under 4 work submitted.

Chicken Nuggets — Penne Pasta

Deadline for submission: April 9th. Please submit all
works to Mrs. Liss by April Sth.

Name:
# adult meals ($22.50 ea) # student meals (§12.50 ea) —
Under 4 (free) Total Amount Enclased: § &
— — Eradeteache
return form and payment (check made out to Holy spirit PTO) b: il 10th
Type of work,

**Physical Tickels will not be provided,
Reserved Attendees will be on a check-in fist that evening™*

Make checks payable to Holy Spirit School, Submit form and check via backpack mail:
Attn: Joe Terpenning
Spring Talent Show Committee
c/o Angelica Terpenning grade 8 Rathod

Questions: Email Joe Terpenning at (jterpenning@infinitetech.org)

FIELD DAY
2024

b

AT

Earm Volunteer Hours at the most fun day of the school year

Volunteer signs ups available on Connect One.
Search "Field Day 2024"

Team coaches must be fully child protection compliant

PTO Board 2023 - 2024

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Rob Wu- PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
Treasurer - Karin Floyd - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Kristyn Poreba - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteer Coordinator - Lauren Schmidt -PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet -PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the


mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org

Diocese in order to perform recess duty and to volunteer for activities where students are
present.

.
Parish Happenings!

CAR RAFFLE

Vacatuon Bnble Qchool

Each $5.00 Ticket

gives you a chance to win
all 26 prizes, including:

Vacation Bible School is Holy Spirit's weeklong event
where children engage in lots of fun activities, games,
and crafts, all while learning about Jesus Christ and the
Catholic faith. AlL rising Kindergarteners through rising
5th graders are invited to participate. Older children
(under 18) are welcome as youth assistant volunteers.

plus 21 CASH Drawings
totaling $40,000

QO EORDRANGERTR il

s they have not arrived yet.

For more information, or to register visit ‘pictures of the octuai vehicle,
www.holyspiritchurch.us/vbs

Holy Spirit Car Raffle Tickets have been mailed to parishioners.

* w proceeds will help to
(703) 978 - pay down the unexpected FOR QUESTIONS OR MORE TICKETS, CONTACT:
ESalta ‘,’;:f;:,f,'iﬁftf,',‘,‘;';?;',,’.p""k'°' Tom Kennedy at tfkinva@aol.com

Community Happenings!

" CAMPS

AT BISHOP O'CONNELL HIGH SCHOOL
GRADES 5-8

BISHOP 0'CONNELL HIGH SCHOOL

Sports Management » Theatre » Poetry
Game Design  Fashion » Gardening * Spanish
Brain Games * Blogging » Forensics » Entrepreneurs
Graphic Design * Photography e Intro to A.l. » Band
App Inventors e Junior Veterinary afc
...and more!

bishopoconnell.org/summercamps




Family Folder

School Flyers:

1. Yearbook Sale Deadline flyer
2. Partners in Faith (March) newsletter

5K Spirit Run

1. Race Registration information
2. Sponsorship Information

PTO Flyers:

PTO Auction 2024

PTO Talentshow Sign Up

PTO Talentshow Volunteer flyer

PTO Talent Showcase Reservation form

PTO Talent Showcase Art Show Participation form

oRhwON =

Parish Flyers:

1. Vacation Bible School
2. 2024 Car Raffle

Community Flyers:

1. Bishop O'Connell Summer Camps flyer
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