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Are You Ready to Bid?

Holy Spirit Talent Showcase and Dance
April 29th

Silent Auction, 50/50 Raffle, and Door Prizes!
The Talent Showcase is proud to offer a Silent Auction, 50/50 Raffle, and Door Prizes during

the show. All proceeds go to support Holy Spirit School PTO!

Online Silent Auction “Holy Spirit Perks”
Show your interest in these “perks” by participating in our online silent auction. Bidding opens
Friday, April 28th at 3:00 pm and concludes at 7:30 pm Saturday, April 29 th.
Available “perks” include:

§ Reserved First Spot for Carpool Line –A guaranteed first place spot in the carpool
line each day for the 2023/2024 school term. Arrive when you want, always leave first!
§ Reserved First Spot for Vanpool – A guaranteed first spot in the vanpool lot. No
minimum number of kids required to be the first car out of school for the entire 2023/24 school
term!
§ Reserved Front Row Pew for First Holy Communion on May 6 (next
weekend) – A guaranteed premier photo spot. Reserve the front pew for the 2023 First Holy
Communion for your family. The view doesn’t get any better!
§ Reserved Front Row Pew for Confirmation (fall 2023) - A guaranteed premier

https:


photo spot. Reserve the front pew for the 2023 Confirmation for your family. The view doesn’t
get any better!
§ Reserved Front Row Seating for the Christmas Show (K-4 grades) – Be the
envy of the school with front row seats for your family to the 2023 Christmas show! The best
seats in the house!
§ NEW! Lunch date with Mrs. Ashby – Reserve a special lunch date for 3 students with
Mrs. Ashby before the end of the 2022/23 school term. This “perk” includes lunch provided by
Mrs. Ashby, a special dining location (on the school grounds), and a treat!
§ NEW! Lunch date with Mrs. Stich – Reserve a special lunch date for 3 students with
Mrs. Stich before the end of the 2022/23 school term. This “perk” includes lunch provided by
Mrs. Stich, a special dining location (on the school grounds), and a treat!
§ NEW! Lunch date with Mrs. Evans – Reserve a special lunch date for 3 students with
Mrs. Evans before the end of the 2022/23 school term. This “perk” includes lunch provided by
Mrs. Evans, a special dining location (on the school grounds), and a treat!

50/50 Raffle
Join in to win the 50/50 Raffle! Tickets are $5 per ticket or 5 for $20. Don’t forget to bring cash
to participate! We will call one winner at the end of the night, and you must be present to win!

Door Prizes
Your ticket in the door will give you access to drawings all evening long! You must be present
to win!



Watch for a "Special From the Principals Desk"
blast on Friday afternoon just prior to the

opening of the online site



Good luck! And may the best bidders win!!
See you at the show!

Thank you Porto Charities!
Porto Charities (https://www.portocharities.org/) has been a long-time financial supporter of
Holy Spirit School's Resource Department, and more specifically, the Expanded Services
portion of the department. Over the eight year partnership we have had with them, Porto has
provided not just financial support, but has sponsored professional development for teachers
and has led us to the wonderful employment of Ms. Veronica Brown, an accomplished young
woman who herself has an intellectual disability, but who has a daily impact on the entire
community as a classroom and office assistant.

Earlier this week, representatives from Porto Charities, Mr. Leo Alonso and Mr. Larry Rzepka
presented a grant check to Father O'Donohue and members of the Resource Department team
to assist us in the school's endeavors in the area of Special Education.

Porto Charities, with the blessing of Bishop Burbidge, has put forth an ambitious program to
expand their community reach and impact and as a part of that expansion, the organization is
holding its 1st Annual Advocacy Awards on June 24, 2023.

Porto Charities is a worthy organization if you are looking to support a true community partner.
I encourage you look at their website to see all that they do and consider supporting the group's
1st Annual Advocacy Awards Dinner.

https://www.portocharities.org/


What time does school start?
Seems like an odd question to ask at this time of the year, but just a little reminder that the bell
to begin the school day does ring at 8:00 am.

As I stand outside each morning I have watched the number of cars arriving after 8:00 grow
and grow. So, this week I did some counting and there were, on any given day, between 60
and 80 families who are arriving after the 8:00 bell rings. Considering that there are only 300
families in the school and 40 of them are prekindergarten families who drop off in the back of
the school, it can be said there are a significant number of students who are not benefiting from
having time in their homeroom classroom to get settled and begin the day without rushing.

Believe me, I understand what it is like to get children up, moving, and out of the house, but I
encourage families to plan for sleepy and tired children and traffic in order to arrive before that
bell rings.

A reminder that interims for T3 go home this Friday, April 28th.

Friday, May 5th is an early dismissal day (Extended Day is open) for teacher professional
development in the afternoon.

There are several upcoming annual events on our May calendar including Mothers Day Mass
and receptions, Field Day, and Lunch on the Lawn. Please be sure to look at the information
below for details.



Sometimes the right book is all it takes to nurture a child's love of reading

The library is looking to expand its collection and offerings to students. Parents, if you have
picture, chapter, and/or fiction books that your child(ren) no longer reads please consider
donating them to the library. I am working to expand our collection and offerings to the
students. 

Thank you!

Mrs. Coney





5K Spirit Run 2023!!
Early Bird Registration Ends April 30th!



Register HERE for the 5K Spirit
Run!

Sponsorship Information Found
HERE!

https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/Annandale/flamesspiritrun
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/c8042f8e-408a-427d-a58d-296bbb2701ec.pdf


-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby
Principal

 Upcoming Events:
 
May 19th  – Field Day is coming – 8:00 am – 1:00 pm. Please volunteer and join us in one of
the most fun events of the year! Check out Connect 1 for three separate sign-ups -- one for
Team Coach (64 Virtus compliant parents needed); one for coolers with waters (one needed
for each classroom); and one for an array of other ways to help (there are so many options!)
More information will be shared closer to the event. Questions? Email the Field Day Committee
at Jessica.A.Driscoll@gmail.com

https://app.connect1.io/


 
Next PTO Meeting: May 16th, 6:30 pm. This meeting can be found
at the following link (more information to follow):
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/87077053723?
pwd=SkJiMEdsWHcvKzdVZC9qN09GdlgrZz09
Meeting ID: 821 0184 5095        Passcode: 896019

Connect1:
If you need more assistance with Connect 1 you can either contact Tom Fields at
PTOPSSC@holyspiritflames.org or visit https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/gmgujg6pp

https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/87077053723?pwd=SkJiMEdsWHcvKzdVZC9qN09GdlgrZz09
mailto:PTOPSSC@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/gmgujg6pp


Field Day is coming -- mark your calendars for Friday, May 19, 8 am - 1 pm . Please volunteer and
join us in one of the most fun events of the year! Check out Connect 1 for three separate sign-ups --
one for Team Coach (64 Virtus compliant parents needed); one for coolers with waters (one needed
for each classroom); and one for an array of other ways to help (there are so many options!) More
information will be shared closer to the event. Questions? Email the Field Day Committee
at jessica.a.driscoll@gmail.com  

PTO Executive Board Nominations

Have you thought about serving our school
community in a new way? Do you know

someone who would make a great Executive
Board member?

The nomination form for the 23/24 academic
year is now open!

Deadline for nominations is May 1st.

Click here to access Nomination
Form

https://app.connect1.io/
mailto:jessica.a.driscoll@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmf02Lu6FT3hGUS33wx1Vz3yiO1SHrBy6UI-ap2uY2dBg35w/viewform


Need a bit more information? Take a look at the PSSC Handbook or contact a current
Executive Board member.

PTO Board 2022 - 2023
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Trevor Lowing - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Danielle Hetzler - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Lee Conroy - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Mary Sonnen - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org

Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the Diocese in
order to perform recess duty and to volunteer in activities where students are present.

Parish Happenings!

mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org


Community Happenings!



FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the folder
labeled "April 27, 2023" on the website. For your
convenience, some flyers are repeated.

Family
Folder

School Flyers:

1. NJHS Star Wars dress down day flyer
2. Mothers' Day Mass and Reception flyer
3. Lunch on the Lawn flyer
4. PTO Bakery Fundraiser flyer
5. Partners in Faith (May) newsletter

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/april-27-2023/


5K Spirit Run

1. Sponsorship information

Parish Flyers:

1. Vacation Bible School flyer
2. Document Shredding Event flyer
3. Knights of Columbus Spring Appreciation Dinner Dance
4. College Nights

Community Flyers:

1. Porto Charities 1st Annual Advocacy Awards
2. Faith and Family Night at DC United
3. BI Summer Camps flyers
4. Summer Reading Skills program flyer
5. Bishop O'Connell Summer Camps flyer
6. Bishop O'Connell Cheerleading Clinic flyer


