
From the Principal's Desk

April 20 , 2023

Holy Spirit School
Inspiring Minds/Igniting Hearts

2022/2023
"Joy"

Is it too soon?
Is it too soon to talk about the month of May????

Maybe, but suddenly we have reached the back half of the last trimester of this academic year
and the month of May is beckoning! Where has the time gone?

Interims for the 3rd Trimester go home on Friday, April 28th. Although we can all see the finish
line of this current year, it is important to remember to encourage students to work diligently all
the way through the end of the marking period. Additionally, please be sure that students have
all of the school supplies that they still need - pencils, pens, paper, etc.

With the switch to the Spring uniform, it is more than evident that many of your children have
grown over the past several months!

Please assist us by taking a good look at your child's uniform - gym shorts should be of modest
length for both boys and girls; gym shirts should be clean and free of holes; school shoes and
sneakers should not be falling apart and laces should still be in the shoes and tied; belts are still
needed; dress shorts for the younger boys should be of modest length; dress pants for the
middle school boys should not be "capri" length; and the skirts, skorts, and dresses for the girls
should be waayyy longer than the shorts they are wearing underneath them.

I know they grow quickly, but it is important for students (and parents) to take pride in wearing
the school uniform and presenting themselves well both at school and out in public when they
are wearing their uniform while you are running errands. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Next week, April 25 and 26, the 5th and 8th graders will be taking the annual Assessment of
Children Religious Education (ACRE). This assessment is put together by the National Catholic
Education Association and is used by Catholic schools across the country to help assess the
components of our religious education. Results are used internally, but it is important that
students are rested and ready to take the assessment. The 8th grade will take the assessment
in the morning of April 25th and the 5th grade will take the assessment on April 26th.

Speaking of standardized assessments, the last testing session of the NWEA Map Growth
assessment will begin on May 1st. It is important that students put their best foot forward on
these assessments in order for teachers to get an accurate look at student growth over the
year. For students in the upper grades, it is important for them to begin to take to heart that
scores from these assessments assist with math placements while here and that scores are
sent to high schools when they reach the 8th grade and begin applying to various schools.

Friday, May 5th is an early dismissal day (Extended Day is open) for teacher professional
development in the afternoon.

There are several upcoming annual events on our May calendar including Mothers Day Mass
and receptions, Field Day, and Lunch on the Lawn. Please be sure to look at the information
below for details.

Two Important Announcements from the PTO

Parents,

Field Day is coming -- Friday, May 19, 8 am - 1 pm . This is one of the most fun days of the year at
Holy Spirit! Grades K to 8 participate fully . 

Please volunteer and join us! We still have about 20 spots open for Team Coach, along with other
Field Day volunteer opportunities on Connect 1:

Team Coach (64 Virtus compliant parents needed - please help if you can!) 
Bring coolers with waters (one needed for each classroom and volunteers) 
An array of other ways to help  (so many options!) 

Participating in Field Day is a great way to earn volunteer hours while having fun :) More information
will be shared closer to the event. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
Jessica, Cate, and Heather 

And

Several positions on the PTO Executive Board are in need of new volunteers for the 2023/2024
academic year.

The positions of Treasurer, VP of Volunteers, and Secretary are all open for the new year.

Please consider taking the step to nominate yourself or some who you think would be great in
that position by filling out the form below.

The deadline for nominations is May 1st.

https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/Bvrs0wuo6
https://app.connect1.io/
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/Bvrs0wuo6
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/n8_XOvGnr
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/jWhkUkxzQ








5K Spirit Run 2023!!
Early Bird Registration Ends April 30th!



Register HERE for the 5K Spirit
Run!

Sponsorship Information Found
HERE!

https://runsignup.com/Race/VA/Annandale/flamesspiritrun
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/c8042f8e-408a-427d-a58d-296bbb2701ec.pdf


-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby
Principal

 Upcoming Events:
 
April 26th – Teachers Luncheon. Signup is posted in Connect 1.

April 29th – Art Show Sign-up. See the flyer below.
 



April 29th – Talent Show Volunteers Needed! See the flyer below.
               Reminder – Ticket sales END on April 24 th! If you do not have tickets get them now!!!
 
May 19th  – Field Day is coming – 8:00 am – 1:00 pm. Please volunteer and join us in one of
the most fun events of the year! Check out Connect 1 for three separate sign-ups -- one for
Team Coach (64 Virtus compliant parents needed); one for coolers with waters (one needed
for each classroom); and one for an array of other ways to help (there are so many options!)
More information will be shared closer to the event. Questions? Email the Field Day Committee
at Jessica.A.Driscoll@gmail.com
 
Next PTO Meeting: May 16th, 6:30 pm. This meeting can be found
at the following link (more information to follow):
 
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/87077053723?
pwd=SkJiMEdsWHcvKzdVZC9qN09GdlgrZz09 
Meeting ID: 821 0184 5095        Passcode: 896019
 
Connect1:  
If you need more assistance with Connect 1 you can either contact Tom Fields at
PTOPSSC@holyspiritflames.org or visit https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/gmgujg6pp        

https://app.connect1.io/
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/87077053723?pwd=SkJiMEdsWHcvKzdVZC9qN09GdlgrZz09
mailto:PTOPSSC@holyspiritflames.org
https://app.connect1.io/volunteers/gmgujg6pp






Field Day is coming -- mark your calendars for Friday, May 19, 8 am - 1 pm . Please volunteer and
join us in one of the most fun events of the year! Check out Connect 1 for three separate sign-ups --
one for Team Coach (64 Virtus compliant parents needed); one for coolers with waters (one needed
for each classroom); and one for an array of other ways to help (there are so many options!) More
information will be shared closer to the event. Questions? Email the Field Day Committee
at jessica.a.driscoll@gmail.com  

PTO Executive Board Nominations

Have you thought about serving our school
community in a new way? Do you know

someone who would make a great Executive
Board member?

The nomination form for the 23/24 academic
year is now open!

Deadline for nominations is May 1st.

Click here to access Nomination
Form

https://app.connect1.io/
mailto:jessica.a.driscoll@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmf02Lu6FT3hGUS33wx1Vz3yiO1SHrBy6UI-ap2uY2dBg35w/viewform


Need a bit more information? Take a look at the PSSC Handbook or contact a current
Executive Board member.

Be Sure To Get Your Tickets for the PTO Talent Showcase!!!



CHECK CONNECT 1 FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES



PTO Board 2022 - 2023
 

President - Christine Ploschke - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Trevor Lowing - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Danielle Hetzler - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Lee Conroy - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Mary Sonnen - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org

Fundraising Coordinator - Toni O'Neill - PTOVPDevelopment@holyspiritflames.org
Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoordinator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the Diocese in
order to perform recess duty and to volunteer in activities where students are present.

Parish Happenings!

mailto:PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org
mailto:PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org


Community Happenings!





FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the folder
labeled "April 20, 2023" on the website. For your
convenience, some flyers are repeated.

Family
Folder

School Flyers:

1. Student Council Popcorn Day flyer
2. NJHS Star Wars dress down day flyer
3. Mothers' Day Mass and Reception flyer
4. Lunch on the Lawn flyer
5. PTO Bakery Fundraiser flyer
6. PTO Talent Showcase Ticket Reservation form
7. PTO Talent Showcase Art Show Signup
8. PTO Talent Showcase Volunteer Signup
9. PTO Talent Showcase Auction Donation forms

10. Partners in Faith (April) newsletter

5K Spirit Run

1. Sponsorship information

Parish Flyers:

1. Vacation Bible School flyer
2. Document Shredding Event flyer
3. Bash flyer
4. Knights of Columbus Spring Appreciation Dinner Dance
5. College Nights

Community Flyers:

1. Faith and Family Night at DC United
2. BI Summer Camps flyers
3. Summer Reading Skills program flyer
4. Bishop O'Connell Summer Camps flyer
5. Bishop O'Connell Cheerleading Clinic flyer

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/april-20-2023/

