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"What you do for the least among you, you do for Jesus"

Moving Quickly Through the Month of
May

We are certainly moving quickly through the month of May! Personally, I
had been hopeful that our area would move into Phase I of reopening this
week, but will patiently wait another two weeks. I think the turn of the
weather to warmer temperatures will assist with being patient.

As we move to the end of the academic year, I hear often from neighbors,
in the news media, etc. that this has been a "trying" time - and I thinks folks
are correct, but for Holy Spirit I prefer to think of the "trying" in a positive
way. Teachers have been "trying" new methods of providing instruction;
students have been "trying" (very successfully) to adapt to learning online;
parents and guardians have been "trying" to identify new and novel ways to
keep children engaged in the learning. All the way around, everyone should
give themselves a huge pat on the back as we continue moving forward.

The pacing of the days through the month of May also brings questions
about what the academic term 2020/2021 will look like. I wish at this point
that I had all of the answers for everyone, but that is not possible at this
time. What I can tell you is that Holy Spirit School will be here and will be
ready for whatever the new year looks like.

We have been and will continue to receive direction from the Governor of
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the Commonwealth of Virginia, as well as from the Office of Catholic
Schools for the Diocese of Arlington (who works closely with the Virginia
Council for Private Education). We will certainly be looking and studying
what the surrounding Counties are doing, but will be making decisions and
preparing plans that are best suited to our unique community.

I put together weeks ago a committee of faculty members whose task is to
brainstorm and discuss ideas as to how we will not just approach the
academic teaching but how we may have to change/adapt many of the basic
procedures for the school from arrival and dismissal to recess and lunch to
Mass attendance to general movement in the hallways, etc. Additionally, I
have and will continue to engage stakeholders in our school community as
we put together our plans in order to receive feedback. Please note that
there has been no specific guidance at this time as to numbers of students in
a classroom at a given time and the impact that may have on scheduling.

Of paramount concern to me and the faculty is the delivery of instruction.
Having been thrown into a situation/reality that we were not best positioned
for, I have to applaud the efforts of the teachers, students, and families for,
as the saying goes, making lemonade out of lemons. I am hugely cognizant
that not everything has gone smoothly for all families and that the learning
curve for some faculty members in terms of effectively using technology
was greater than for others.

With that being said, as we prepare for next year, we are looking at
multiple scenarios which include both school beginning in the physical
building in August and school beginning online. We are also thinking in
terms of scenarios that involve students being in and out of the building for
various periods of time especially through the Fall and into the Winter.
With the possibility of that happening, we are keenly aware of the need for
there to be more seamless transitions between school and home.

To that end, Mrs. Evans and I have met with Father O'Donohue, the Parish
Business Manager, and the school's IT vendor, Manus Dei to discuss the
acquisition of additional devices (iPads and Chromebooks) such that we
will have a device available for each student to take home for use during
periods of distance learning thus making it possible (while working within
the framework and policies outlined by the Diocese) to provide increased
synchronous or "live" teaching with the caveat that having a student on a
device live with a teacher for 4/5 hours a day will not happen.

Just making a device available to a student though does not rectify all of the
challenges of distance learning. The faculty committee has been and will be
spending time on identifying effective professional development for the
teachers to provide not just practical tools but also information on how we
change our mindset and some of our current pedagogy as we look to truly
move to a blended learning approach that effectively incorporates the
developmentally appropriate use of technology for students while
maintaining effective traditional methods of teaching and learning. We are
also cognizant that the training needs to extend to parents/guardians such
that you are armed with the knowledge necessary to help guide your
children during times of distance learning. In this vein, we are also
discussing the platform(s) that may be used for delivery of instruction, i.e.
PowerLearning, Google Classroom, etc.



As you intuitively know, this is all taking time and is being done as quickly
as we can prudently move while also taking care of all of the daily learning
and important events that are scheduled to take place between now and the
end of this academic year.

Ultimately, there is a significant financial investment in order to "make" all
of this work. Father O'Donohue and I are acutely aware of the financial
sacrifices that families make in order to have their children attend Holy
Spirit School. To that end, due to the continued dedication that families
have had to making timely tuition payments, we have been able to keep all
eligible school employees "employed" and paid during this period of time.
With the continued support of the parish all of the ongoing bills of the
school (utilities, cleaning company, etc.) are paid on time and the expenses
associated with additional teaching resources and online platforms that have
been necessary during these past couple of months have been met; for
example, the subscription and licensing for the Zoom for Education
platform was an approximate $4000.00 expense and as we look to sending
devices home with students there are costs outside of the acquisition that
pertain to management and security.

We are constantly looking at and running the financial numbers for the
school. We do not foresee a change to the publicized tuition rates although
we have spoken about a nominal increase in the technology fee in order to
help cover a portion of the cost of what will be needed. A decision about
that will be made and articulated to families prior to start of the new school
year.

I know that this has been long and yet, in no way is answering all of the
questions that everyone has. If nothing else, please know that as not just an
educational institution, but as a partner in the faith formation of your
children, we are looking forward to what really can be an exciting and
adventurous new path. I cannot diminish my gratitude for your support of
Holy Spirit and the trust that you have put in us. 

I look forward to seeing everyone in the weeks to come as we wrap up the
year and move into the days of returning materials. (It will be kind of like
daily morning car line!)

We will receive final guidance from the Office of Catholic Schools as to
whether report cards will be electronic or mailed home and will relay that
to you. It is important that students continue to complete assignments and
turn them in to their teachers. Progress of learning is the benchmark that has
been reiterated to the principals during our regular meetings with OCS.

Thank you for all you are doing and for your continued support of Holy
Spirit School.

-Maureen Ashby
Principal
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Our Virtual Field Day continues through
Friday, May 15th!

Please remember to submit your pictures
and scorecard to Ms. Gregas.

Who will win - Spirit or Flames?



Field Day Preview! 

____________________________________________________________

The Virtual 5K begins tomorrow -
Friday, May 15th!

Join us on Facebook Live as Father
O'Donohue "begins" our race with a

prayer and then watch as he sets off on
his run!

T-shirt pick-up for registered runners will be out in
front of the school using a drive-up method on

Friday, May 15th from 10:00 am - 12:00 noon and
again from 4:00 - 6:00 pm
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Click here to access the Sign-Up Genius to be included in
the evening's acts!
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This is a working copy, please note there may be additions as we move
along.

Printable Copy of Calendar Dates of Note
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