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"In work there is dignity"

Did someone say,
"Day off from school!"?

Yes, that is correct. Bishop Burbidge graciously granted all of the elementary schools a day off
from school. We will use our day to extend the Thanksgiving holiday. At this point, you should
officially plan to be off from school beginning Tuesday, November 23rd.

"But, wait...", you say..."Didn't my child come home and say we would get an extra day off from
school if the Boosterthon fundraiser successfully raises $30,000.00?"

Yes, you heard correctly, that is what your children came home and said, and it is true.

IF the Boosterthon fundraiser is successful in raising $30,000.00, then Father O'Donohue has
agreed to give us Monday, November 22nd off from school as well. What a totally terrific
Thanksgiving break that would be!

For those who have already registered and pledged to the campaign - THANK YOU! As of this
morning 88% of our students have registered and 66% have pledged - that is amazing!

As of this morning the school has profited over $22,500.00! We are soooooo close!

If you have not yet taken the opportunity to do so, I encourage you to take a look at the
information below and help support the largest PTO fundraiser of the year.

https:


Don't forget, next week is SPIRIT WEEK! Please see the information below for each of the
special days of the week. Thank you to all who have already donated to the Ton of Love Food
Drive, that food drive continues into next week. Keep those blue bags coming!

Spirit Week culminates with Trunk or Treat on Friday, October 29th (reminder: this is a no
school day for all students). The link to sign up to decorate your trunk or to help with general
set-up/clean up is with the information below.

During the week of November 8th, grades 1-8 will be presented the Diocesan mandated
Formation in Christian Chastity program. I highly encourage parents to review the course
materials for this safe environment training via the link below. This is an Opt-Out program,
which means that the material will be presented to all students unless a parent specifically opts
a student out via the form provided below.

Link to Diocesan website with course
materials

Formation in Christian Chastity Opt-Out
Form

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Annual Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November 10th (this is an early
dismissal day from school) and November 11th (this is a no school day for students).

It is expected that all parents will sign up for a conference with your child's homeroom teacher.

As we did last year, we are offering both in-person and virtual meeting options. Please be sure
to indicate on the sign-up which you prefer. I am asking that you do not bring your children with
you while attending the conference.

The link for signing up is below. The Access Code is: 2021Conferences

Thank you!

Parent/Teacher Signup

-Maureen Ashby
Principal

https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/child-protection/youth-training-programs/formation-in-christian-chastity/
https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/8ca61eba-ca21-4085-a8d1-c6482c431aca.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.SignupLogin&urlid=10C0B44ACA822A7FD0-prek2nd1


Hello, Holy Spirit Families!

Featured Vacancies:

The Science Fair – scheduled for Wednesday, March 30th through Friday, April 1st.
Consider co-chairing the event with Laura Laclede. Duties include recruiting judges,
organizing the layout of exhibits, and helping Mr. Thieman as needed. 

The Talent Show – a much anticipated event in the spring. Consider co-chairing the
event with Joe Terpenning. Duties include organizing auditions, planning the sequence
of events, and activities on the evening of the show. 

If you happen to see an event announced that you would be interested in participating in as a
committee member, please send inquires to the PTO Volunteer Coordinator, Mary Sonnen -
PTOvpmembership@holyspiritflames.org to be connected with the appropriate Committee
Chairperson.

Important upcoming dates to remember:

October 18-26 - Boosterthon. The PTO will be ordering “Fun Run” T-Shirts for the kids.
More to come! Anyone who shows proof of online registration for Boosterthon will be
entered into a prize/gift card raffle.
October 25-28    – Spirit Week
October 29         – Trunk or Treat!
November 8       – Ledo Pizza Fundraiser

Committee Vacancies:
Outdoor Classroom                             – Two Positions
Science Fair                                          – Two Co-Chairs
Spring Fundraising (Golf/BBQ)          – Chair and Co-Chair
Talent Show                                          – Co-Chair
Virtual Fundraising                              – Chair and Co-Chair

We hope you have a wonderful week!

Blessings,
Your PTO Executive Board

PTO Board 2021/2022

President - Tom Fields - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Heather Howard - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Danielle Hetzler - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Lee Conroy - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteer Coordinator - Mary Sonnen - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Carolyn Rutherford - PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org

mailto:PTOvpmembership@holyspiritflames.org


Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the Diocese in order to
perform recess duty and to volunteer in activities where students are present.

 

And we are off and racing towards our
Flames Fun Run!

Our goal is to raise $30,000 for Outdoor Classrooms and
general school needs. If you haven't yet registered your
family - it is not too late! Log on to MYBOOSTER.COM
today and enter your family’s details. 

Thank you to everyone who has already registered and
pledged. We can't do it without you!

Fun Run Day Schedule
Tuesday, October 26th

Come out and cheer on your children!

Prekindergarten/Kindergarten 8:45 - 9:15
1st Grade/2nd Grade 9:30 - 10:00
3rd Grade/4th Grade 10:15 - 10:45
5th Grade 11:00 - 11:30
6th Grade 1:30 - 2:00
7th Grade/8th Grade 2:15 - 2:45

TRUNK OR TREAT!
Please consider signing up to decorate your

trunk - the more the merrier!

http://mybooster.com/


Click here to sign up to decorate your trunk and/or to assist with
setup/cleanup

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849ada722a2f94-trunk


Treat yourself and your family to dinner at the
Trunk or Treat!

Dinner food, snacks, and treats available for pre-order!



Use this link to pre-order from
Smallcakes: https://smallcakesnova.com/pre-order-for-

holy-spirit-school

The Roaming Coyote and Two Smooth Dudes will have
menus and pre-order links available early next week.  

NEXT WEEK!!!
Spirit Week

October 25 – October 29

Monday: Mismatched Pattern Day - Wear your
craziest stripes, polka dots, etc. in as many
mismatched ways as possible!
 
Tuesday: Boosterthon FunRun - Wear P.E.
uniform and fun accessories!

Wednesday: Rainforest Day!!!!! Dress up in your
best rainforest costume: plants, critters, etc.!

Thursday: School colors day & Cake Walk - Dress
down while you wear red, white and black. Get ready
for the Cake Walk!

https://smallcakesnova.com/pre-order-for-holy-spirit-school


 
Friday: No School! Get ready for Trunk-or-Treat!  

TON of LOVE FOOD DRIVE 2021
Tuesday, October 12- Wednesday, October 27

As part of our annual Spirit Week, the Holy Spirit Student Council is sponsoring a school-
wide food drive to support Catholic Charities’ St. Lucy Project. Due to the increased
demand, our assistance is needed to help resupply the food pantry with the following
items: 

Donations are still being accepted!
• Pre-K: Oatmeal 
• Kindergarten: side dishes (i.e. instant potatoes)
• 1st grade: side dishes (i.e. pasta)
• 2nd grade: Mac & Cheese
• 3rd grade: Pasta Noodles
• 4th grade: Jelly and Jam (no glass)
• 5th grade: Canned Green Beans
• 6th grade: Canned Chicken
• 7th grade: Baked Beans
• 8h grade: Canned Tomatoes

Yearbook Picture Retakes
November 4th







Click here for
signup

COVID-19 Dashboard Information
Virginia Department of Health - Level of Community Transmission:  Substantial

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4DA4A62FA6F85-artclub


Updated weekly on Mondays using data through previous Saturday.
Last updated 10/18/2021

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-in-virginia/community-transmission/

Holy Spirit School - Total new COVID positive cases while on campus during the infectious
period (student and/or faculty/staff): 3
Time period: October 15 - October 21, 2021

Think about a Daily Health Observation before sending your
child to school

Symptoms of COVID-19 may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these
symptoms may have COVID-19:

Fever (100.0F) or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

If your child has experienced any of these symptoms in the last 24 hours, please keep your
child home, contact your physician, and let us know (attendance@holyspiritflames.org).

If someone in your household has tested positive for or is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19,
keep your child home and let us know (attendance@holyspiritflames.org)

If someone in your household is currently being tested for COVID-19, please keep everyone
home until the test results are received.

If your child has received a COVID-19 vaccine and you would like to share that
information with the school nurse, it may prove helpful if and when there is a need to
contact trace in your child's class.

Parish Happenings!

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-in-virginia/community-transmission/


Community Happenings!
 



FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the folder
labeled "October 21, 2021" on the website.
For your convenience, some flyers are
repeated.



Family
Folder

School Flyers:

1. Ton of Love Food Drive flyer
2. Spirit Week flyer
3. MS Art Club flyer
4. Formation in Christian Chastity Opt-Out Form
5. Yearbook Picture Retake flyer
6. Battle of the Books flyer

Parish Flyers:

1. Pilgrimage with Bishop Burbidge flyer
2. Eucharistic Adoration flyer
3. Fatima and the Fall of Communism flyer
4. BINGO flyer
5. Snow Angels program flyer

Community Flyers:

1. Bishop O'Connell Dance Team Clinic flyer
2. Bishop O'Connell Youth Day flyer
3. Diocese of Arlington Prospective Teacher Information Sessions flyer

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/october-21-2021/

