
From the Principal's Desk

February 3, 2022

Holy Spirit School
Inspiring Minds/Igniting Hearts

2021/2022
"In work there is dignity"

Wrap It Up!

Our annual Catholic Schools Week celebration is about at its conclusion and there are simply
not enough "Thank you's" to go around to everyone who helps to make us the wonderful,
vibrant, faith-filled, learning community that we are.

https:


I wanted to take a moment to highlight the service project which the students completed
yesterday. We are grateful for your assistance in our mission of teaching the children the value
and grace that comes with being a servant-leader. Yesterday was truly a vivid representation of
seeing the hearts of the children inspired to give to those in need. The donations were such
that each student in the school was able to put together a "newborn welcome kit" that included
a note from a middle school student, a receiving blanket, cloth diapers (and pins), a onesie, a
wash cloth, and a pad which will provide a clean space on which to change the precious babies
born in Haiti. The extras of each item will be packaged and sent, as well.

We are so very fortunate to have Ms. Rebeca Garcia on our faculty. She is privileged to have
gone to Haiti with the Operation Starfish group from Nativity Parish and has seen first-hand the
goods works of Stella Marina. Ms. Garcia provided a wonderful slide deck and video clips for
the students to view so that they can better understand who we are serving with this project.

A warm thank you to all of the parents who were here volunteering yesterday. And a huge
shoutout to Mrs. Evans for running the day and making sure that all of the students had a
positive experience.

Please RSVP for Grandparents Day by tomorrow, February 4th so
that we can plan for the correct number of people.

Thank you!

Grandparents Day
February 11, 2022



We are making adjustments to our Grandparents Day plan in the hopes that we can welcome
as many people as possible who are looking forward to attending!

First, please RSVP by Friday, February 4, 2022! Below is a link to a Google Form which allows
you to indicate your family name, the grade level(s) of the children, and the number of guests
who will be in attendance on February 11th.

Grandparents and their grandchildren should arrive together in time for the 9:00 am Mass and
go directly to the church.

Any student who will not have a guest that day should arrive at school at regular time and those
students will attend Mass with their homeroom.

After Mass all grandparents and their grandchildren are invited to attend a reception in the
gymnasium where we will have a breakfast "treat" and a planned activity.

Grandparents and grandchildren will also have the opportunity to attend the Book Fair in the
library, if that is something they would like to do.

(All students will be provided a "treat" after Mass regardless of whether they have a guest
attending.)

A reminder that all visitors to the building must wear a face mask.

Click here to
RSVP

Remember last week when I said that guidance with regard to COVID continues to change
rapidly? Well, that is really quite true.

The principals of the Diocesan schools that are located in Fairfax County, as well as other
private school principals, met on Monday with the liaison to the Fairfax County Health
Department and the District Epidemiologist. It was relayed to the group that universal (contact)
tracing is no longer recommended by public health and that contract tracing in schools no
longer needs to be done.

We were told that FCHD is moving to a flu-based model as the department considers the
illness, at this point, to have moved to an endemic phase.

As of this writing, schools are no longer required to report individual or sporadic COVID cases
to FCHD, but instead will follow predetermined guidelines with regard to what would be termed
"outbreaks" for not just COVID, but for any communicable disease (flu, Hepatitis, norovirus,
etc.).

This latest change requires a continued emphasis on personal responsibility and being in-tune
with the health of your family members. If your child is not feeling well, please keep him/her
home and communicate with both your healthcare provider and our school nurse.

Procedures with regard to isolating and quarantining within family units remain and we will
continue to provide practical information about this to families.

The flowchart entitled: "What to do if my child is ill or exposed to COVID-19?" is a great
resource for families and may be accessed at the following link:
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2022/01/K-12-COVID-19-Parent-
Flowchart.pdf

If there is a positive COVID case identified and that student or staff member has been present
on campus during what is considered the "infectious period", parents/guardians of children
associated with that particular homeroom will continue to receive an email notification from the
school.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6ExtgAXse1771-Yl2rroisNyGly9jldfdRZyWUakjWZeesg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2022/01/K-12-COVID-19-Parent-Flowchart.pdf


Schools have been encouraged to update policies and procedures to be sure that general
exclusion policies for any communicable disease take COVID into specific consideration. Below
you will find a link to a document providing information on what you can expect to hear from the
school nurse when discussing a suspected or confirmed case of COVID.

The FCHD contacts were clear that should the course of the COVID illness change, there may
be updates and changes to recommended policies and procedures.

Important Health Information - Amended School Illness
Policy

-Maureen Ashby-Maureen Ashby
Principal

Hello, Holy Spirit Families! Catholic Schools Week is here!
 
Features:

Just another friendly reminder that the PTO Board Nominations/Elections are right around the
corner. It’s time to start the nomination process! Please use link to submit your nominations.

If you see an event that you are interested in participating, please send inquires to the PTO
Volunteer Coordinator, Mary Sonnen - PTOvpmembership@holyspiritflames.org connect with
the appropriate Committee Chairperson.

Mabel's Labels Fundraiser: It's a great time to make sure your children's belongings aren't
nameless and living in the lost and found! Order some new name labels through
the MabelsLabels.com fundraiser. Holy Spirit School will receive 20% of each order, and the
lost and found will thank you! See attached flyer for details.
 
Recess Duty Survey: Want to have your voice heard and provide your input to the school’s
recess duty program. Now is your chance. Follow the link below to a quick survey and be
heard. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17tskvSciqkre5-fQl_Pwm3A8CO1k0Mcory8qMUAckC0/edit

Important upcoming dates to remember:
February 6 – February 11  – Book Fair!!!

https://files.constantcontact.com/21fd037a001/b2b0dbff-cce0-4037-b44b-de494e86b2bc.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeueqU1hVIa5OEOrXKqLB__2THdIyHxTklsL44gJfmQKNnqXw/viewform
mailto:PTOvpmembership@holyspiritflames.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17tskvSciqkre5-fQl_Pwm3A8CO1k0Mcory8qMUAckC0/edit


If you’re interested in volunteering for the Book Fair use this sign-up genius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044dafad29a13-2022
o  6th                                           10:00 am - 2:00 pm
o  7th                                           8:00 am - 6:00 pm
o  8th, 9th, 10th                            8:00 am - 3:00 pm
o  11th                                       8:00 am - 11:30 am
February 15                   – PTO Meeting, 6:30–8:30 pm. Join the Zoom Meeting:
https://holyspiritflames.zoom.us/j/88005951581?
pwd=NUxTS0Fhc0dUQXEzaWJIZnpjOHVFZz09           Meeting ID: 880 0595 158, Passcode:
884234
February 16, 22, 27       – Connect1.io Training/Information Session
February 19                   – Roaming Coyote Food Truck 5-7:30 PM (see information below)
February 23                   – Talent Show Audition Sign-up (see information below)
February 28                   – Used Uniform Sale
March 3rd, 15th, 23rd,  – Connect1.io Training/Information Session
    27th, & 31st,
March 26                        – Spring Fundraiser
March 30 – April 1        – Science Fair
April 9                            – Talent Show
April 24                          – Out of the Bubble Bakery Fundraiser
April 30                          – Spring Fling
May 1 – May 7               – Teachers Appreciation Week
May 14                           – Field Day

Ongoing Fundraisers:
 
Mabels Labels: https://mabelslabels.com/en_US/fundraising/support/
 
Amazon Smile: https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F; look for
Holy Spirit Catholic Church (Questions: kosborne1023@yahoo.com)
 
BoxTops: Download App, scan your receipt; Referral code: A7RD91XB 
 
Amplifying Information:

Talent Show Auditions  will be held on February 23, 2022, after school in the Quinn Room.
The Talent Show will be on April 9, 2022, and the PTO is looking for singers, actors, jugglers,
magicians, musicians, comedians, dancers, and clowns - to name a few. Please see attached
sign-up form due on February 16th. If you have questions, or are interested in helping with the
show, please contact Joe Terpenning at jterpenning@infinitetech.org.

Connect 1.io. We will have training/information sessions February 16th, 22nd, & 27th, March
3rd, 15th, 23rd, 27th, & 31st. This application will streamline our efforts to coordinate
activities and come closer as a community. We will open the application for sign-ups in March
and are going to test the application for all field day sign ups. We will continue to
provide updated information as we get closer to the end of the year. More info about
Connect1.io is provided below.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044dafad29a13-2022
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fholyspiritflames.zoom.us%2Fj%2F88005951581%3Fpwd%3DNUxTS0Fhc0dUQXEzaWJIZnpjOHVFZz09&sa=D&ust=1639192310190000&usg=AOvVaw0cGe7g-NTBaWFV48qQRjdr
https://mabelslabels.com/en_US/fundraising/support/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a9yniIW8NFEmArtxLYOFKie98_L5Sh_m-Ixj9AfyvHM2HRmf79AeWy_LXTxQZbFZvA9KnE_CrXldfnJA5ra9FxYkeTBlQmJ9YRuRuten9scI-3dRCjbzJQRKf-UOxg9k5wAdP_AX571ABFTlErgoqkFcWhw26EhP_vupNjpFdHiMbXq48r_f2mCEU9JgzIG_&c=OkfnLpWnCX1XlK0dXDadKzOFFTtYxQNN0gc5OMsIgQc6NJOZWno28g==&ch=6fQdOF5lHGPCq1M8S5gZuOMHvcuTKm1_SVzUPsHQlQT-jr2ODFzfpg==
mailto:kosborne1023@yahoo.com
mailto:jterpenning@infinitetech.org






Talent Showcase!!!

See the links below in the Family Folder section for sign ups for both
performers and volunteers



PTO Board 2021/2022

President - Tom Fields - PTOPresident@holyspiritflames.org
Vice President - Heather Howard - PTOVP@holyspiritflames.org

Treasurer - Danielle Hetzler - PTOTreasurer@holyspiritflames.org
Secretary - Lee Conroy - PTOSecretary@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteer Coordinator - Mary Sonnen - PTOVPMembership@holyspiritflames.org
Fundraising Coordinator - Carolyn Rutherford - PTOVPFundraising@holyspiritflames.org

Homeroom Parent Coordinator - Valerie Overstreet - PTOHomeroomCoorindator@holyspiritflames.org

Volunteering

Please remember that you must be fully compliant with the Child Protection policies of the Diocese in order to
perform recess duty and to volunteer in activities where students are present.

It is time to start training for the annual
5K Spirit Run!!!!



The Book Fair is in need of
volunteers!!

Click the button below to sign up to assist in a variety of ways. Thank you!!!



Book Fair Volunteer
Signup

Scholastic Book Fair Info and
FAQs

EWallet and online Book Fair

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044dafad29a13-2022
https://sites.google.com/holyspiritflames.org/bookfair/home
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=holyspiritflames


link

Early Bird Ordering for the 21/22 Yearbook has
begun and continues through

​February 18, 2022!









COVID-19 Dashboard Information
Virginia Department of Health - Level of Community Transmission:  High
Updated weekly on Mondays using data through previous Saturday.
Last updated 1/31/2022

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-in-virginia/community-transmission/

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-in-virginia/community-transmission/


Holy Spirit School - Total new COVID positive cases while on campus during the infectious
period (student and/or faculty/staff): 2
Time period: January 28 - February 3, 2022

Think about a Daily Health Observation before sending your
child to school

Symptoms of COVID-19 may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these
symptoms may have COVID-19:

Fever (100.0F) or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

If your child has experienced any of these symptoms in the last 24 hours, please keep your
child home, contact your physician, and let us know (attendance@holyspiritflames.org).

If someone in your household has tested positive for or is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19,
keep your child home and let us know (attendance@holyspiritflames.org).

If someone in your household is currently being tested for COVID-19, please keep everyone
home until the test results are received.

Parish Happenings!







Community Happenings!

FAMILY FOLDER

The following flyers may be found in the folder
labeled "February 3, 2022" on the website.
For your convenience, some flyers are
repeated.

Family
Folder

https://www.holyspiritflames.org/family_folder/february-3-2022/


School Flyers:

1. PTO Talent Showcase flyer
2. PTO Talent Showcase Volunteer flyer
3. PTO Connect One App flyer
4. Coyote Grille Fundraiser flyer
5. Mabels Labels fundraiser flyer
6. Yearbook Order Form flyer
7. Spring Chess Club flyer
8. 5K Spirit Run Tshirt Contest flyer
9. Overview of Diocesan Tuition Assistance Program

Parish Flyers:

1. Adult Volleyball - flyer
2. Car Raffle - flyer
3. Seasons of Hope - flyer
4. Good Samaritan Society - flyer
5. Diaper Drive - flyer
6. Bereavement Ministry - flyer
7. Knights of Columbus - Movie Night - flyer
8. Men's Retreat - flyer
9. Married Couples Morning of Reflection - flyer

10. Adoration - flyer
11. YM - Open Door Thursdays - flyer
12. Food Drive - flyer

Community Flyers:


