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"What you do for the least among you, you do for Jesus"

An Update on Our Self-Study

I thought I would take a moment to update our families on the self-study process
through which the school faculty is progressing this academic year. Overall, we are
on track and making strides toward completing the formal document that is
presented to the Design for Excellence Self Study Visiting Team. In addition, and
the most time consuming part, is collecting all of the "evidence" to prove what we
say we've done over the past five years and to show that we meet the expectations
of the National Standards and Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and
Secondary Schools. 

There are four domains that encompass all facets of the running of the school which
are studied. These are Mission and Catholic Identity; Governance and Leadership;
Academic Excellence; and Operational Vitality. As you might imagine everything
from teacher credentials, to finances, to curriculum, to ancillary programs, to
facilities, and everything in between are studied and reviewed.

The Visiting Team will be present on campus from March 31st to April 3rd. At that
time, the members of the team will review the provided documentation, visit
classrooms, and speak with various stakeholders in the school community. We are
still waiting to be told who the members of that team will be but the make-up of any
given team includes eight members and will have representation from both within
and outside of the Diocese.

At the end of their visit, the Visiting Team will provide Father O'Donohue and me a
document which validates and expands on the findings we ourselves made over the
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year. They will provide enhancements to the goals we are setting for ourselves and
offer their recommendation on the question of renewing the accreditation of the
school. All of the goals and recommendations will assist us in completing a strategic
plan for the next five years.

I am thankful to the faculty and staff for the hours and hours and hours that they are
putting into this process. I would ask that you continue to pray for us and that the
fruits of our labors be prosperous!

A few reminders....

If you would like to purchase a yearbook, please take a look at the flyer that is
attached below as the deadline for ordering is fast approaching.

Registration materials for the 2020/2021 academic year went home last week and
are due back by January 22nd. Timely return of those materials is much
appreciated as we have already begun accepting new students.

Families seeking tuition assistance for the upcoming academic year, note that your
must complete a FACTS application in order to be considered for aide. The
deadline for filing an application is March 18, 2020 for families with only
elementary-age students. An overview of the tuition assistance programs for the
Diocese is included in the Family Folder Flyers section below.

Monday, January 20th is a no school day in observance of the Martin Luther King
holiday.

Friday, January 24th is the annual March for Life. This is a full day of school but I
highly encourage you to participate as families in order to be a voice for the unborn.
For students missing school to attend the March, this is considered an excused
absence. If you will be attending as a family, please be sure to let your child's
homeroom teacher know as well as sending an email to:
attendance@holyspiritflames.org. The Holy Spirit Parish will have buses going to
the March; the sign-up to reserve spots is available via the church website. 

Interims for the second trimester will go home on Friday, January 31st.

Catholic Schools Week will round out the month of January for us. Below is the
schedule of events for us, as well as information regarding our service project for
the week - Pennies for Parties. Please take a look and help us celebrate all that is
great about Catholic education and Holy Spirit School. 

We will have an Open House for prospective families on Sunday, January 26th
from 1 - 2:30 pm. If you know of families who may be interested in our school,
please let them know!

Information regarding Grandparents Day on February 14th is below, as well.

And, right around the corner will be the annual 5K Spirit Run to benefit the
Resource Department! The race will be held at Lake Accotink on May 16th.
Preparations have begun including the t-shirt design contest. Please see the
information below and encourage your students to participate!

Have a terrific long weekend.



-Maureen Ashby
Principal

____________________________________________________________

Catholic Schools Week begins 
Sunday, January 26th!

Help us celebrate all the great things about 
Holy Spirit!
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Time for sign-ups for Winter Chess and 
Coding Clubs!
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Family Folder Flyers

The following flyers can be found on the website in the folder labeled
"January 16, 2020 "(or  CLICK HERE). For your convenience, some

flyers are repeated.

School Flyers:

1. Yearbook Ordering flyer
2. Winter Chess and Coding Club sign-ups flyer
3. Catholic Schools Week schedule of activities - flyer
4. Pennies for Parties - Catholic Schools Week - flyer
5. Grandparent's Day - flyer
6. Diocesan Tuition Assistance Overview
7. 7th & 8th Grade Dance at St. Ambrose - flyer
8. 7th & 8th Grade Dance Emergency Form

Parish Flyers:

1. Knights of Columbus Free Throw Competition flyer
2. March for Life flyer
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3. BINGO flyer
4. That Man is You! flyer

Community Flyers:

____________________ ____ ___________
   


